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ADVERTISEMENT. 


I nave here cauſed the concluding chapter of a 
treatiſe juſt now printed, relating to Feſus Chriſt, 
and the origin of the great errors concerning him, to 
be thrown off ſeparately, for the greater conve- 
nience of thoſe who have not time, or are not 
diſpoſed to look into larger books: but have 
prefixed to this part ſome reflexions, and a ſum- 
mary account of the two former chapters, as 
what might conduce to make it more uſeful. 


The tendency of the whole is to ſhew, that 
the bulk of chriſtians, for very many ages, have been 
worſhiping two new Gods, who are no Gods at all, 
Teſus and the holy ſpirit; putting them upon an equa- 


lity with the ſupreme Father and ſovereign Lord of all. 


The queſtion is certainly important, and demands 
attention. And there can be no excuſe for thoſe who 
neglect it in theſe times, and in our own country, 
when ſo many obſtructions and terrors are removed 
or diminiſhed, which darkened and overawed the 
minds of our forefathers; and when the ſcriptures are 


| ealy of acceſs, and open to every one, and all that is 
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v ADVERTISEMENT. 


neceſſary upon this matter for the underſtanding 
of them, is to take the words in the ſenſe in 
which they would be plain and intelligible to 
the jewiſh fiſherman, and mechanic : for to ſuch 
the hebrew lawgiver, to ſuch the apoſtles and 


their divine Maſter in general ſpoke, and were 


readily comprehended by them. 


There is happily a ſpirit of inquiry gone forth, up- 
on the momentous ſubject, in many parts of England 


and Scotland; though it be chiefly confined to the 


lower and middle clafſes. The rich and the great 
are commonly unconcerned about religion, and of 
courſe totally ignorant about it; and join in the 
popular eſtabliſned worſhip in general without 
thought. I cannot find more ſuitable words, in 
which to awaken them, and all, than thoſe of an 
excellent perſon, who, I hope, will long live to 
ſerve his country and 4 


© ] do not ſee how a chriſtian of any perſuaſion, 
© can, juſtify to God and his own conſcience, a 
© wilful neglect of ſuch means of religious inquiry 
© as his ſituation will afford, or a continuance in 
© the profeſſion of thoſe doctrines which his un- 
«© derſtanding ſhall ultimately reject. If truth in 


© opinion, and ſincerity in profeſſion, be in any 


© caſe deſirable, religious truth, and religious ſin- 


© cerity, is NES Kaka ſo. We are required to 
. Ede 


8 


c 


ADVERTISEMENT. v 
worſhip God in underſtanding and in truth; 


and we are forbidden to offer up at the di- 


vine altar, the ſacrifice of fools. If the precepts 


« 


of the Bible then, are to be eſteemed as of any 


© weight among thoſe who profeſs the religion of 


c 


a 


c 


the Bible, it is a duty incumbent upon them 
before all other religious duties, to have ſome 


well-grounded opinion concerning that Being - 


whom they profeſs to adore. A correſpondence 
between our ſentiments and profeſſions, all men 
expect from us; but we ſeem to regard the God 
of truth, as a Being far leſs nice in his notions 
of morality: and that in the ſolemn offices of 
devotion, he will readily excuſe the higheſt de- 
gree of wilful ignorance, and wink at the ha- 
bitual commiſſion of wilful hypocrily ! 


* Chriſtian reader! this is no matter of barren 
ſpeculation : it ſtrikes directly at our conduct 
through life on a point of ſerious importance. 
The public worſhip of God, we all conſider as 
a point of indiſpenſable obligation : and whe- 


* ther we ſhall perform this worſhip, in the way 


cr 6 A * * A 


moſt conformable to the precepts'of the ſacred 
writings; or in that way that beſt ſuits our 
indolence, or coincides with our intereſt ; whe- 
ther we ſhall pay to God the homage of an up- 


right heart, or with groſs negligence and ſolemn 


' © mockery 
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vi ADVERTISEMENT. 


* mockery publicly repeat what we cannot under- 
© ſtand, and join in profeſſing what we do not 
believe: are ſubjects of inquiry, which (how- 
© ever eaſy to determine) every chriſtian, of what- 
© ever denomination, muſt acknowlege it to 1 
© of high concern.“ 


®* ObjeQions to the Doctrine of the Trinity, as advanced 
in the Service and Articles of the Church of England ; or 
a Summary of Unitarian Arguments. Mancheſter, 1788, 


Pref. p. 4—6. 
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1 EHAPTER tt, 


INTRODUCTION. 


= - 


The tbimony of. all abe * 9 — the bivixz 


uxtrx, and tbe, character and condition of their | 


ved and maſter. Jeſus Chriſt, as being entirely ane 
of the human race The cauſe of the early falling 
away. of chriſtians from this doctrine of the apa- 


Ales. The plainngſs of | this, dotring concerning 


God and Chriſt, 77 laid down in the ſcripture. 
4: rule by whic every one may be able to decide 
fer. himſelf concerning it. By fallowing this rule 
mam chriſtians became unitarigns at the beginning 

0 ot the 7. reformation; and many. are now return 
.\ Ing i the dodrine of the apyſtles concerning Ged 
and Chrijt. This, happy effef will fill more be 


ten when. one great impediment is removed, by 


., having. the ſcriptures ard laid e Ty * in the 
\> Maſher gere. 0) i291 | 12 


I. 
- £ Bids +1 471 9 7 


N the En 8 of this work, *. Fr 


been an examination of every ching related 


concerning che perſon: of our Lord, Jeſus” Chriſt, 
by. che four hiſtorians of his life, Matthew, Mark, 
| A. 'F Lake, 
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* 
Luke, and John, which can be ſuppoſed to refer 
to any prior exiſtence which he poſſefſed before he 
became man; and alſo a very minute analyſis of 
all the paſſages in St. Luke's ſecond treatiſe, The 
Ads, tending to exhibit a juſt idea of what his 


apoſtles thought and taught concerning him in that 
reſpect, after his reſurrection. 


The other writers likewiſe of the l Teſta- | | | 


ment have come in review before us, and their ſen- - 
timents concerning our Saviour have been in- 2 
quired into; to what clafs of beings he belonged : : 
whether he was God, or only his creature ? FEY - 

And we have found it to be the ſentiment of a1! = 
th penmen of the New Teſtament, and of all the 
characters recorded and brouglit forward by them; 

1. That there is one Being only, the Father, 
ho is the true God, and to be worſhipe ed; the 
fingle perfon of him who is the God, and Father 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and of all mankihd;" the tole 
creator, and ſovereign lord of all. And 

2. That Jeſus Chriſt was nsch more than a 

an, born, and bred in Judea;''a prophet,” and 

bu of the moſt high God, * teacher of 
his will to mankind. | 

But as many, who acknowlege that Chriſt Was 
a human being, contend alſo that before chat, he 
had an exiſtence 1 in heaven; we have examined all 
chat language of our Lord, concerning Rimſelf, 
on wen chis notion of A preexiltence i Is chiefly 


founded; 


—— — — . ¶ — — OO O_ P 


( 

founded; - viz. bis coming down from heaven, com- 
ing forth' from the Father, being ſent from God, 
having been before Abrabam ; having bad glory with 
the Father before the world was; and we have 
diſcovered from the explanation given by our Lord 
himſelf of this language; that it did not relate to 
any being that he had in another world, but to 
the dignity and office intended for him, and which 
he received from God, in this world. 

This has been proved to be our Lord's mean- 
ing in ſuch phraſes, by all juſt rules of criticiſm, 
and fair interpretation. And it is alſo in perfect 
agreement with his general ſtile concerning him- 
ſelf, viz. that he was one whom the Father bad 
ſent ; his meſſenger. 

It is too remarkable a circumſtance to be paſſed 
over unnoticed, that this doctrine concerning our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt being intirely one of the human 
race, is moſt extraordinarily confirmed by St: Luke 
in The Acts, where that hiſtorian exhibits continually, 
and moſt diſtinctly, the ſentiments of the apoſtles con- 
cerning their lord and maſter Jeſus ; and the manner 
in which they ſpoke of him, and preached his re- 
ligion, to jews and heathens, after his reſurrection. 

Here we ſometimes find one apoſtle (Ads ii. 
14. 22.) in the name of the reſt; ſometimes two 
of them (iii. 13. 14.) ſeparately; at another time 
all the apoſtles joined together in an a& of folema 
. 8 and declaring (iv. 24—30.) God to be 

A 2 one 


i 
} 
| 
| 
Fo 


640 
one ſingle perſon, God by himſelf alone, the ſo - 
yereign Lord of all; and Jeſus, a creature of the 
human race, and of their own nation, his ſer- 
vant. | 3 
Nay, for this laſt, we have not only the teſti- 
mony of all the apoſtles; but alſo of Chriſt himſelf, 
ſpeaking from heaven; declaring himſelf to have 
been originally, and of courſe, ſtill to be, only a 
a human being, I am Jesvs or Nen. 
Acts xxii. 8. | 

In the ſame book, The As, it has al appear- 


ed, that St. Paul (xvii. 24. 31.) very expreſsly 


teaches the Athenians, that the Divine Being, God, 
was the creator of all things; and that Jeſus 


Chriſt was a human creature, highly honoured and 


diſtinguiſhed by him, Whence it follows, unleſs 
you would make him contradict himſelf, that 
when the ſame apoſtle, in his epiſtles, ſpeaks of 
all things being created by Jeſus Chriſt, it is to 
be underſtood, not of the original creation of the 
world, but of a creation of another kind, the new 


creation or reformation of the world by the goſ- 


pel: which has alſo been ſhewu by learned men 
to have been what the apoſtle alone intended, 
whenever he ſpeaks of a creation in ww Chriſt 
was concerned. ä 

Now all this ſurely is ſufficient 5005 our Gaia: 
faction, who, and what manner of perfon and of 
eien Chriſt was: viz. the teſtimony of all 


© $523 ; his 
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6 
his apoſtles, the teſtimony of himſelf; that he 
was in his origin, and ſtill continued to be, one 
of the human ſpecies. 


II. 


But as many have been impoſed upon, ſo as to 
imagine that the apoſtles themſelves held the pre- 
exiſtence of Chriſt, becauſe that doctrine came into 
the chriſtian church ſo very early; it ſeemed to 
me expedient and proper, after having proved, 
as above, what the doctrine of the apoſtles con- 
cerning their maſter Jeſus, was, to point out 
when chriſtians began to deviate from it, and to 
make him a different being from what the apoſtics 
taught him to be. 

And I truſt, that it has been made clearly to 
appear from its. proper evidence, in the ſecond 
chapter of this work, that this heathen doctrine of 


more Gods than one, took its riſe from heathen 
philoſophers,. who embraced the goſpel at its very 
firſt preaching, and who brought in with them 


their notions of one ſupreme, and of many infe- 
rior gods, and maintained Jeſus Chriſt to have been 
one of theſe latter ſecondary deities. And more- 


over, à ſeries of proofs have been produced, 


that Juſtin Martyr, was the principal, if not the 


ſole author of this polytheiſtic ſyſtem; in which 
he has been followed, though with large improve- 


ments upon him, to the preſent. times 
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It was no difficult matter to ſhew the futility 
of this good n: an's pretenſions to inſpiration upon 
this ſubject; and the weakneſs of his arguments, 
where he would draw in Moſes and Solomon as 
vouchers of his new doctrine, which made Chriſt, 
under the character of the logos, the Word, a ſub- 
ordinate god and creator, miniſtring to the ſu- 
preme Father of the univerſe, before he became 
man. For there is not the leaſt trace in their 
writings, as hath been ſhewn, that Moſes or So- 
lomon had any idea that there was any ſuch 
perſon exiſting as Chriſt; or that n mw 
God, or creator, but Jenovan. 


III. | 
This doctrine of the Divine Unity, and of Chriſt 
being altogether one of the human ſpecies, raiſed up 
among the jews to ſerve the extraordinary purpoſes 
of the divine providence and favour to mankind; 
is ſo plainly legible in every page of the bible, 
where God and Chriſt are mentioned; that if you 
can bring perſons to take their opinions from 
that book, and not to force it to ſpeak only what 
they have learned before from their nurſes and 
prieſts, the ſpell of ſuperſtition and polytheiſm is 
broken, and the important point ſettled :*Gop will 
be found throughout the ſcriptures to he o in the 
ſtricteſt ſenſe ; Jeſus Chriſt, only his honoured ſer- 
vant, and — to mankind, favoured above 
others 


5 

others for his eminent virtues and the Spirit, or 
holy Spirit, will be plainly diſcovered to be no- 
thing but the divine and extraordinary power, 
imparted to J eſus and his followers, during that 
firſt age of our religion, in order to prove that 
it came from God; and to qualify them to teach 
it ' wile OW tdi the World. 
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4 1 has been, often found, and has been parti 
cularly exemplified aboye. in the caſe of that 


ay 


1 


vine e is ee in the facred writings, 
many ſincere chriſtians are prevented from ſeeing 
it, through the ſtrong biaſs, which their early 
education, h has put upon their. minds i in the wrong 
interpretation of certain phraſes and paſſages, which 
they could not get over, nor emancipate themſelves 
from their former prejudices, ſo as to exerciſe 
their judgments, freely. in inquiry, whether there 
are three divine perſons, \each. of them God, .or 
one perſon only. » who. is Cod. | ON 3 
3 1 there is a. method of inquiry, and way 
of reaſoning. upon the queſtion, which is level to 
all capacities; and which, if men could be free 
to uſe it, would enable them to arrive at certain- 
ty in this intricate matter, (an intricacy however 
of chriſtians own making, whereas it is far 
| from 
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(8) 
from being ſuch in UG); and to cecide wit 
n en wart 6 
this. 

„. may. 1 a Ne which, cannot 
be; controverted ;; that a doctrine of ſuch impor- 
tance as that which relates to the Being that made 


us, and whom we are to worſhip,; whether; it be 


one perſon, one intelligent agent, or conſiſting 
of two or three ſuch. perſons; cannot depend 


upon one or two particular paſſages of ſcripture, 


eſpecially ſuch as are doubtful and obſcure ; but 
muſt be what is apparent throughout the whole, 
wherever the name of God occurs, and be every 


Where plain and intelligible to the ordinary plow- 


man, who makes uſe of his underſtanding, as to 
the greateſt ſcholar. - 7 | 
Now if you apply 1 this rule to che doctrine of 
ko Divine Unity, to there being one God only, 

in the ſtricteſt Tee, one | perfon':” vou find 
a to be the moſt plain and ee in ever | 


| page 'of the facred writings, where the Divine 
| Being is mentioned. For always, ſome one of 
the ſingular pronouns, | 1, thou, be, we, thee, bim | 


are uſed concerning that ineffable and peerleſ 
majeſty ; ; which | demonſtrate the point, to every 


bound underſtanding, that God is one ſingle 


perſon, beyond the poſſibility of confutation'; and 

neceſſarily exclude fo Chriſt, and every ocher 
perſon * m God“ 
Bü 


k 


„„ SY 

But with reſpect to the Trinity, as it is called 1 
to there being Three Divine Perſons, who are each 
of them God, and to be adored, by diftin& per- 
ſonal invocations, God the Father, God the Son. 
and God the holy Ghoſt; there is not one book 
of the Olo Teſtament, wherein a man of a plain 
vnprejudiced underſtanding, could find, that there 
were any more perſons than one, or any other 
than the ſingle perſon of Jehoyab, who was N 
and to be worſhiped. | 

The far greater part of the books of the Naw 
Teſtament can not be ſaid to hold forth an idea of an 
ſuch three divine perſons and their worſhip; ſpeaking 
expreſsly of one perſon only, who was God, and 
to be worſhiped.;. ſo that we muſt neceſſarily infer, 


that the ſacred writers of theſe books knew nothing 


of ſuch three divine perſons, but of one only, 


And there are but three paſſages of thaſe uſu- 


ally alleged, that can with any ſhadow of pre- 
tence, faint as it is, be ſaid to favour this doctrine 
of a Trinity, or c of three divine ng ach of 
which is: God. | | 
The firſt is, Matth. xxviii. 19. Go-ye Hetefore 
and teach all nations, baptizing them unto the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Spirit. 
© That. is Ca), go ye therefore into all the world, 
* and N all nations, * them 
into 


% - 93 *% 


(a) This is Dr, Lardner \Paraphrae u. on * 
Logos, P. 119%. | 
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& 20 } 
© into the poſſeſſion of faith in, and an obligation 
© to obey, the doctrine taught by Chriſt, with au- 
* thority from God the Father, and confirmed 
_ © by the holy Spirit, viz. mne 
© imparted to Chriſt and his apoſtles. 

This has been ſhewn above to have been all 
| that our Lord intended by this baptiſmal form : 
fo that he was intirely unacquainted with the 
doctrine of a Trinity, although his followers have 
made him a part of it. 
| St. Paul's pious farewel falutation to the chri- 

ſtians at Corinth, 2 Cor. xiii. 14. is another paſ- 

> much reſted upon, as teaching the doctrine 

of three divine perſons. The words of the origi- 
nal ought to be thus rendered (5). The grace, or 
favoud of the Lord Jeſus ' Chrift, and the love of 
Cod, ahd the participation of the boly Spirit be with 
you all. And by the holy Spirit, of which the 

| apoſtle wiſhed them to be partakers, he aſſuredly 
intended no divine perſon, but the divine gifts and 


powers at that period diſpenſed to believers, and 


neceſſary in general, for the eſtabliſhment of the 
goſpel in the world. | 
I The grace or favour of the Lord Jefus Chriſt, 
is nothing more than an uſual phraſe to ſignify 

| the bleſlings of the goſpel, the favour of God, of 
which we have the moſt perſect aſſurance by Jeſus 
| Chriſt. 


(8) See Commenitaries and days by the bee foo pro- 
moting the know / lege of the Scriptures. Vol. i. p. 134, K. 


e 
Chriſt. In a more abridged way of writing, 6tif 
apoſtle ſtiles it grace or favour alone. As Coloſſ. 
iv. 18. Grace be with yon. When the love of 
God is added to it, as here, it ſignifies that grace, 
or favour of God. which proceedeth from his love 
to mankind, and was revealed to us by Chriſt. 

The other paſſage of ſcripture, and the only one 
which can be brought for any ſhew or ſemblance of 
proof of a Trinity in Unity, of three perſons being 
one God, is 1 John v. 7: For there are three that 
bear record [in heaven, the Father, the Word, and 
the holy Spirit! and theſe three are ohe. And 
there are three that bear witneſs on earth] zhe ſpirit, 


| end the water, and the blood: and theſe three tree 


in one. But the words within crotchets ate ge- 
nerally acknowleged to be ſpurious, by all -the 
learned who have any regatt for their characters, 
as ſcholars; and therefore being not a part of 
ſeripture, or of the apoſtles writing, cannot be 
eget as a proof of any thing to a chriſtian. 
Tax now farther this rule of ſound and juſt 
reaſoning with reſpect to Jeſus Chriſt being God, 
as you have done with reſpect to the Trinity. 
All the writers, and all the characters intro- 
duced, in the ol p Teſtament, know not any ſuch 
God or divine perſon, as Jeſus Chriſt ; ſpeak of 
no perſon as God but one, Jzrovan, the maker 
of heaven ind earth. And where any thing is 
faid by the prophets concetning Chriſt, he is al- 
| B 2 ways 
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E 
ways mentioned as a human being, and favoured 
ſervant of God, that was in ſome future time to 
be raiſed up by him, to ſerve his great en 
for the whole human race. 
It has alſo been. particularly and fully — | 
in the firſt chapter of this work, that all the writers 
of the new Teſtament and all the apoftles, held 
their lord, and maſter, Jeſas, to be nothing more 
than one of mankind, and the highly diſtinguiſhed 
meſſenger and ſervant of the ſupreme Father, and 
ſovereign Lord of all; and moreover, that this 
was the. conſtant language of Jeſus concerning 
himſelf; thoſe few paſſages wherein he ſpeaks 
of his coming down from: beaven and the like, 


having been ſhewn not to refer to any. former 


fate in which, he ad Lived, but to. denote, his 
dignity. and office from God in the preſent world. 
But even ſuppoſing they could not ſatisfactorily be 
proved to have this ſignification, ſtill, we ought 
to be determined by the general tenor and lan- 
guage of the ſcriptures, and not by a few obſcure 


phraſes. And this is an evidence of the Divine 


Unity, and of the blefled Jeſus being only the 


creature, the ſervant, [the meſſenger of God to 


mankind, by which the unlearned may abide in 
oppoſition to all the ſubtleties, and difficulties 
which men vainly wiſe would raiſe about the dif- 


ferent meaning e words and e 


63 
aſſure themſelves that the heavenly Father would 
not leave a ſubje& of ſuch conſequence, as re- 
lates' to his own unrivalled majeſty, and incom- 
municable glory, and perfections, to be decided 
by ſuch niceties, but by proofs which every sa- 
pacity may ſee clearly, and be ne fatisfied 
with them. 
518 V. | | 

It was by taking their opinions from the ſcrip- 
tures only, that at the beginning of the reform- 
ation, before Socinus or Sociniaris were heard of, 
many plain men of good underſtandings, and ho- 
neſt inquiring minds, without learning, became 
Unitarians. And that this plain, ſelf- evident doc- 
trine of the Divine Unity, ſelf evident, I mean, - 
to every unprejudiced reader of the ſcriptures, 
would have gone on to ſpread itſelf by the pow- 
erful force of truth and zeal of its profeflors, and 
have brought over the learned to it in a courſe 
of time,. cannot be doubted, if'it had not met with 
that moſt barbarous oppoſition, which it is not 
ordinarily i in the power of human nature to with- 
ſtand ; and which might even have extinguiſhed 
the goſpel at the firſt preaching, if it had been 
poſſible. I mean, the burning its noble. martyrs. 
and confeſſors alive, or burying them out of ſight 
in loathſome priſons, which is far more cruel and 
ſavage, and more fatal and adverſe to the ſpread- 
ing of the truth, by ſuppreſſing mens glorious teſ- 

1 to it, under the moſt horrible torments. 
| | B 3 9 80 
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So early as the year 1550, fays that faichful 
hiſtorian Mr. Strype (c); © Arianiſm now ſhewed 
© itſelf ſo openly, and was in ſuch danger of ſpread- 
ing farther, that it was thought neceſſary to ſup- 

c prels it by uſing more rugged methods than 
+ ſeemed agreeable to the merciful Warte of 
* the goſpel,” 

The ſufferings alſo of the anabaptiſts amongſt 
us in this cauſe, at that time, are well known; 
particularly of thoſe unfortunate men, who hav- 
ing fled from the Spaniſh perſecution in Flanders, 
were burnt to death here by the unrelenting order 
of Q. Elizabeth. But the relation of the manner, 
in which two of them were executed, given by 
Brandt, is ſo calculated to inſpire a juſt horror of 


ſuch cruelties; and that valuable hiſtorian's own 


remarks upon it, ſo well teach the iniquity of all 
violation of men's conſciences, and of doing the 
leaſt injury to them, on account of their religious 
opinions, that I ſhall inſert it at length. 
At laft, ſays Brandt, on the oy of July, 
* 1574, the two oldeſt of the priſoners, Jobn Peter- 
en and Han Ter woordt, notwithſtanding great 
| F ee 


1 65 Strype”! s Eccleſiaſtical Memorials, vol. ii, p. 214.— 
One is ſorry to obſerye that Cranmer, Latimer, and Tay, 
lor, and others, who were burnt to death in the next reign, 
were in the commiſſion to try and puniſh thele innocent 
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application was made for pardon by many of 
© the moſt diſcreet, godly, and learned of the 
© Engliſh and Dutch nations, were executed in 
© Smithfield, a place where the reformed uſed to 
© be treated in the like manner, being both of 
© them burnt to aſhes at the ſame ſtake, withoyt 
© gunpowder or ſtrangling. They died with great 
< terror, ſhrieks, and groans. It is reported of 
one of them, that he cried out (d) 7 acknowlege 
© that Jeſus is the Chriſt, God and man, and born 
© of Mary according to the fleſh, or ſomewhat to 
this purpoſe; inſomuch that had he not been 
© almoſt conſumed, they would have ſaved his 
life. The oldeſt, John Peterſon, was a poor man 
< fifty years old, with nine children: his firſt wife 
< had been burnt at Gent for her religion, and 
< he was now married to another woman, whoſe 
< firſt huſband was likewiſe burnt on the ſame ac- 
count. Theſe things had been fully repreſented 
© to the biſhop (of London, Griudal,) and the man 
* had petitioned for leave to depart with his wife 
and children; but all in vain. This feverity, 
« which was not the firſt that had been practiſed in 
England, ſince the reformation, appeared to many 
B4 © proteſtants, 

(4) This ſhews chat the men ſuffered chiefly for not think- 


ing ſs highly of Chriſt, as their perſecutors required them 
todo. But the extremity of torture might make the poor 


creature confeſs any thing, and acknowlege the greateſt con- 
traditions. For affuredly the ſcorching flames could bring 


no light or conviction to the mind. 


18 

* proteſtants, who were ſtill under the croſs in 
* Flanders and Brabant, both ſtrange and incre- 
* dible. They lamented that thoſe, who not long 
1 before had been perſecuted themſelves, were 
© now harraſſing others for the ſake of their re- 
© ligion, and offering violence with fire and ſword 
to the conſciences of other men, though they 
© had before taught, and that with great truth; 
© that it did not belong to any mortal man to lord it 
over the conſciences of others: that faith was 
* the gift of God, and not to be implanted in the 
* minds of men by any external force, but by the 
© word of God, and illumination of the holy Spirit; 
© that hereſy was not a carnal, but a ſpiritual 
* crime, and to be puniſhed by Gd alone: \ that 
© error and falſhood was not to be overcome with 
violence, but truth: that the obligation which the 
© children of God. lie under, is not to put others to 
© death for the faith, but to die themſelves, in bear- 
ing witneſs to the truth. - Laſtly, that the ſbed- 
ding of blood for the ſake of religion is a mark of 
© ANTICHRIST, who. thereby ſets himſelf in the" 
* judgment ſeat of God, aſſuming to bimſelf the do- 
* minion over conſcience, which belongs" to none But 
5, God only.” Brandt's Hiſtory of the Reformation 
in the Low Countries, vol. i. p. 315. : 


. 
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VI. 


But although it was a work of ſeveral centu- 
ries to bring off plain ordinary chriſtians, who 
for a long time adhered to the ſcriptures and 
to the practice of the apoſtles, from the doctrine 
of the Divine Unity, to believe a Trinity, and 
the divinity of Jeſus Chriſt; it will not now re- 
quire ſuch length of time, under the bleſſing of 
divine providence, to bring them back to this 
grand truth of the bible; now that the art of 
printing has made books fo * and ſo many 
are able to read. 

And eſpecially rapid is and will be the reco- 
very of this long loſt truth, and firſt article of 
the religion, both of nature, and revelation, that 
there is but one God, one perſon, who is God, 

and no other beſides H IM; ſince, notwithſtanding 
the laws in force, there is no danger of their being put 
in execution againſt thoſe who profeſs a diſbelief 
of the Trinity, and who maintain, that neither 
Jeſus, nor any other perſon is God, or to be wor- 
ſhiped, but the Father of the univerſe alone. 

Nay, we may add, that the doctrine of the 
Divine Unity is becoming creditable, upon ſo 
many obſerving and ſeeing, that there is ſo much 
to be ſaid for it, and ſo little for a multiplication 
of objects of 9 ſaye the authority of high 

eccleſiaſtical 
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eccleſiaſtical dignities, and great churches, which 
weigh nothing in the balance againſt the truth. 

There is one obſtacle however, in the way of 
common chriſtians, which hinders them from ſo 
eaſily arriving at the truth; viz. the falſe readings 
of the ſcripture ſtill kept up unamended, and the 
miſtranſlations of our engliſh bible; which, both 
together, are a very chief ſupport of the doctrine 
of the Trinity, and of the divinity of Chriſt. 

Being perſuaded then,' that many learned, as 
well as unlearned, among us, are unacquainted 
with the true ſtate of the ſacred text, eſpecially 
of the New Teſtament, with regard to the ſub- 
Jett of our inquiry, as it has been recovered and 
reſtored by the indefatigable labours of Mill, Ben- 
gelius, Wetſtein, and Grieſbach | laſt of all, but 
not leaſt to be honoured, on account of his ſingu- 
lar integrity; and perceiving that few attend to 
the wrong tranſlations of the bible in our mo- 
ther-tongue, I ſhall hope to do an acceptable ſer- 


vice, in both theſe reſpects, by what follows. 


Falſe 


( 19 ) 


Falſe readings, or alterations of the words of ſcrip- 
ture, in favour of a Trinity of divine perſons, 
and eſpecially of the divinity of Chriſt, made 
with deſign, or through miſtake, by copyiſts or tran- 
ſcribers, before the art of printing was invented. 


Acts XX. 28. 


[1 


Falſe reading. St. Luke's'\owwn words, 


— feed 'the church of — feed the church of 
God, which be hath pur- the Lord, (viz. Chriſt) 


chaſed with his own which be bath purchaſed 


blood. | with his own blood. 


So the beſt and moſt antient manuſcript copies 


of the New Teſtament have it; and it is thus 


cited by the moſt antient chriſtian authors. 
1 Cor. xv. 47. 
h Palſe reading. St. Paul's own words. 


15 The ſecond man is the The ſecond man is row 
Lord from heaven. heaven. 


6 Crone: the Liank bn anni BO of abs 


. beſt antient manuſcripts; in the Coptic, ÆEthiopic, 


Vulgate, and Italian verſions, and by many an- 


tient fathers. 
Eph. 


. * 
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5 15 1 | Epheſans i ii. 9. 
. Falſe A St. Paul s own words 


— dil. | == the. myſtery! which | 
Bath been hid in God, hath been bid in God, 
| wha created all things who created all things. 


by Jefus Chrif. VL AF 


Mr. Locke, upon the place, hath: well ſhewn ; 
that if the words, by Jeſus Chriſt, be. retained, it 
is nevertheleſs, of the new creation, or the happy 
change made in the manners of mankind by the 
goſpel, that the. apoſtle ſpeaks; and not of the 
natural production of all things. But fee a little 
tract on this paſſage, and on be creation F all 
things by Jeſus Chriſt, publiſhed by the Society 
for promoting the knowlege of the Scriptures. | 


Epheſians iu. 19. | 
Falſe reading. St. Paul's bwn words. 


76 know the love (e) | — to know the ſur- 
of Chrift, which paſſeth pafſi ing ] love of the Know- 
!; lege of Ch. Wee 
"4a The 3 ee of in chis chapter, 3 is the 3 


7 purpoſe of God, revealed by Chriſt, concerning the calling 
of the heathen world to the knowlege of the goſpel, and to 


eternal life ; and the apoſtle devoutly prays, that the Ephe- 
| | | on 


4 


( 2» } 


This is the reading of tlie Alexandrian manu- 
ſcript. So alſo Jerom and Auſtin cite it. See 
Grieſbach upon the place, ho ſcruples not to a- 
dopt nee eee e true one. 


- + 


FF Trou iii. 16. 
rat read ing. St. Pauls ou wird. i 


And without contro- * 1 contro 
verſy, great is the myſtery. very great is | the my- 
of gadlingſs ; God was  ftery a,  godlineſs, which 
manifeſt in the fleſp, &c. or who was Hr Daman in 

: | he feb. F-33343 10 . 

142 1 & 204 [ 9 

ſian chriftiang might be impreſſed "with, a proper ſenſe of fo 
immenſe a benefit, and might know the love of Chriſt, which 
haſſeth knowlege. "Now this, even according to the common 
reading, fignifies not here any perſonal love of Chrift to us, 
(although doubtleſs it is in other places juſtly ſpoken of) but 
the love of God to us, manifeſted by Chriſt; in the. ſame 
manner as the apoſtolic falutation, the grace of our Lord 7 eſus 
Chrif, be with you all, does not mean any particular favour 
or grace of Chriſt himſelf to us, but the grace and favour of 
God revealed by him. But this meaning of the apoſtle, is 
ſtill made more plain and apparent by the true order and 
conſtruction of che words here reſtored. Vorſtius conjectured, 
that there had been ſuch a tranſpoſal of the words, and has 
this judicious note upon it. In his verbis trajectio eſſe po- 
teſt, quaſi dicat apoſtolus, Rl CE, Dei charitatem, in 
ipſa Chriſti cognitione quæ nobis contigit, elucere. v. that 


the exceeding love of God ſhone forth in the knowlege of 
Chriſt 


{ 
| 


(2) 


It has been a great controverſy among learned 


© men, whether Orc, God, or oc, who, or o which 
© be'the true reading in this place. All the old 
© verſions have it qui, who, or quod, which. And 
© all the antient fathers, though the copies of 
many of them have it now in | the text itſelf, 
Steg, Deus, God; yet from the tenor. of their 
comments upon it, and from their never citing 


it in the arian controverſy, it appears they al- 


« ways read it qui, who, or quod, which ; till the 
© time of Macedonius, under the emperor Ana- 
© ſtaſius, in the beginning of the ſixth century. 


Of the two paſſages cited to the contrary by 


© the learned Dr. Mill, in his appendix; tbat 
from Juſtin Martyr does not prove he did, 
© but rather that he did not, read it- Os, God; 
© and that from Athanaſius, is out of a book 
f eee to be ſpurious. Note; it muſt 
not be judged from the preſent copies of the 


S text, in Nyſſen and others, but from their man- 
© ner of commenting N the place, how the text 


Was 


Chriſt which he had given us. Mr. Locke paraphraſes the 
words; * to underſtand the exceeding love of God in bring- 


| Ing us to the knowlege of Chriſt. And in Tomſon's New 


Teſtament there is this note—2be love of Chrift ; 1. e. the 
love which God hath ſhewed us in Chriſt. I have dwelled 
the longer on this text, becauſe a miſapprehenſion of it hath 
led ſome to conclude, that Chriſt mul have been of a nature 


ſuperior to man. 


C 93 J 


« was read in their days. In the days of Julian, 
© when that emperor aſſerted, that neither Mat- 
© thew, Mark, Luke, nor Paul, ever ventured to 
© Bile Chriſt, God; it is plain from CyriFs anſwer 
to the aſſertion of Julian, that even at that time 
© the word o ©zo;, God, was not found in this 
text. Dr. Clarke, Scr. Doct. of Trinity. 88. 
89. Grieſbach has a long and excellent note upon 
this place, in his New Teſtament. Dr. Lardner 
has ſhewn, in a diſcourſe upon this paſſage of 


ſcripture, that if it be read, God manifeſt in the 


fleſh, there is nothing in the phraſe inconſiſtent 
with the doctrine of the Divine Unity, _ . 


1 John iii. 16. 
Falſe reading. Tue apoſtle's own words. 
Hereby perceive we the Hereby perceive we 


love of God, becauſe he love, becauſe he laid down 
laid down his life for us. bis life for us. 


The words, of God, are omitted in the Alex- 
andrian and royal Pariſian, and other manuſcripts ; 
in many printed editions of the greek Teſtament, 
and left out of the text, by Mill, Bengelius, 
Weiſtein, Grieſbach, 
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x John v. 7: 8. ö N 


Fell reading, Soy St, J ohn's cn words, 


For there are three that For there are three 
405 record in heaven, the -that bear record; the ſpi- 
Father, the Word, and vit, the water, and the 
the holy Ghoſt, and theſe” blood: and theſe three a- 
three are one. And there gree in one. ä 

are three that bear wit⸗ 

neſs on earth, the ſpirit, . 
aud the water, and the 
| blood: and theſe tbree a- 

' gree in one. 3 


This moſt juſtly exploded verſe is not found 
in any greek manuſcript of the New Teſtament, 
of which we have ſo many preſerved, both in 
public and Private libraries, except in one writ» Fa 
ten in the I 5th or 16th century ). 
It is wanting in both the ſyriac verſions of the 


New Teſtament, though it has crept into ſome 
255 Printed 


\ 


"oo 5 With FW; to val s 28 Stephens” s . | 
which ſome have lately much inſiſted on, Wetſtein has 
ſhewn it to be uncertain whether Valla was poſſefſed of any 
greek or latin manuſcript which contained this verſe of the 
three witneſſes. He has alſo proved, that of the ſeven manu- 
ſeripts only, Which Stephens had, the whole of the verſe of 
the three witneſſes was wanting in five of them. And the 
other two manuſcripts have never yet been found, 


6260 

printed editions of the ſyriac; and is alſo want- 
ing in all other antient verſions. 

It is omitted by all the greek fathers ; and the 
traces of it, which ſome think they have found 
in them, are merely imaginary. 

It is found indeed in latin manuſcripts of the 
New Teſtament ; but in none of them: before 
the tenth century. 

The perſon, who firft cited this ſuſpected verſe 
as being really written by the apoſtle John, was 
Vigilius Tapfenfis, a biſhop, who lived about the 
end of the 5th century: the ſame perſon, who 
maſt probably forged the creed, which goes about 
under the name of Athanaſius. 

But Mr. Emlyn's inquiry into this text | of the 
three witneſſes, and his reply to a Dutch divine 
upon it, have eſtabliſhed the ſpuriouſheſs of it 
fo fully as to leave nothing to be added by thoſe 
that come after him. And in vain has Mr. Travis 
ſought to itmpeach fis incegrity, and to elude the 
force of his arguments. I am concerned to have 
cauſe to remark ; tft Mr. Emlyn's addreſs (g) 
to the biſhops and clergy, near fourſcore years 
ago, to remove this text out of the bible, has 
been ſo little attended to. 1 ſhall give you the 
heads of it. And what has been advanced juſt 
now. in fayour of this ſpurious text, in two print- 
ed tracts; the ont, 2 vindicati on of the doc- 


1 : trine 
SENT I ooh C | 


( 26 ) 
trines, and the other, © An apology for the liturgy 
© and clergy of the church of England; feem 


to tender the arguments and admonitions which 
it contains, ſeaſonable and n | 


An Addreſs to both bouſes of Convocation in 1715. 


1. With all reſpe&, I beſeech you to conſider 
as in the fight of Cod; whether there be not ſuf- 
ficient evidence, that this text, either certainly, or 
at leaſt very probably, never was originally in the 
holy writings of St. John, but unwarrantably thruſt 
in of later times. And if fo, whether from the 
conſcientious regards you bear to the ſacred ſcrip- 
tures, they ought not to be purged of all fogh in- 
jurious additions. 

2. Whether Juch ene as Is brought againſt 
this verſe before us, would not be judged by you 


ſufficient againſt any paſſage in am clafic author 
. whatever? Nay, would a court of judicature al- 


low any paragraph to be good, in a writing of 
conſequence, for which no more, and 4a which 
ſo much can be fairly ſaid?  |_. 
- Whether, an awful regard to, _ dread. 
| Pry Ls wal or denunciation, : left on record by 
St. John, Rev. xxil. 18. againſt all who add to, 
or diminiſh tow his N e will rd You to 


Wil 


4. * Widthe 


. 65 5 
k Werber the honour and intereſt of our 
wo. religion, will not be better ſerved by diſ- 
bwning ingenuouſly what we find to be an error, 
even though it have long paſſed as current truth? 

5. © Whether there be any mere evidence for 
this text, ſince the Reformation; when Luther 
would not put it into any edition of his german 
bible; and when our old bible, in Henry viii's 
and Edward vi's titne, had theſe words of the 
ſeventh ' verſe, and the words in earth, in the 
eighth in ſmall letters, and ſometimes ir! a paren- 
theſis; to ſhew that they were not to be eſteemed 
of the ſame-certaih authority with the other parts 
of the epiſtle; becauſe the manuſcripts wanted 
them? Tes; the moſt valuable of all, The Alex- 
andrian manuſcript, has ſince that tinie been 
brought among us: but alas! bis has added 
great weight to the evidence againſt it. Beſides, 
Eraſmus's Britiſh" copy, and the Compiutenſian Te ef- 
tament, and the miſtake about Stephens's ſeven 
manuſcripts, were not underſtood to be ſo void 
unn as now they appear to . 

6. * Laſtly, The great importance of the ſub. 
ject matter of this much · doubted 2, well de- 
ſerves your moſt impartial” judgment upon ix 
There can no doubt he made, but the common 

people think ame branches of the Liturgy have 
their main foundation on this one doubted text; 
. When they hear Three perſons and one God, in 
S che 


28) 

the feurth petition of the Litany ; and, who with 
thee and the holy ghoſt ever liverh and reigneth one. 
God, in the Doxologies ; they think nothing in the 
New Teſtament ſo like it as. this dubious text. 
And will you not think it great pity, that your 
people ſhould build fo weighty things on ſuch 2 
ſlender foundation, if yourſelves ſo judge of it? 
I I ſpeak this, becauſe I know not any other text 
that direfly or clearly, ſays the ſame thing, viz. 
that the Father, Mord, and Spirit are one. They 
are not joined in one doxology, nor indeed do I 
find any doxology given to the Holy Spirit, in the 
New Teſtament, either jointly or ſeparately ; much 
leſs. is the Spirit ſaid to be ane with the Fatber and 
the Son. I read of ane Spirit, one. Lord, one God 
and Father, Eph. iv. but not that the/e three are 
one. And: if there be no enber tert which ſays this, 
it is not the more likely. to have been St. John's | 
ſaying. here; but the more grievoxs, to, have it 
inſerted, by any who had not bis. authority. A 
Whether, upon the whole, this, paſſage. ſhall 

by your direction, in our printed books,| be fairly 
diſowned.and marked. as formerly, or better vindi- 
cated, L know not: but if neither. of theſe. be done, 
and if preachers. and writers ſtill go. on, withou 
due gd . _jufjce. and, Jin ws eh weden, ro 


urge this, as an authority after all that is, ſaid. to 
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underſtanding chriſtians, who. will be apt to think 
wg TRICE dealt with.” 


1 John v. 20. 


RO Ov © --ABIBHY 


We know that the Son We know' that the Sen 
of God is' come, and bath of God is come, and bath 
given us an underſtand- given us an underſtand. 
ing, that we may know ing, that we may know 
him that is true. And the true God. And we 
we are in bim that is true, are in him (e) that is the : 
even in bis. Son Jeſus true (God) by bis Son 
Chriſt. This is the true Jeſus Chriſt, This (f) is 
Cog, and Herne life. the true God, and eternal 
1 IR, 1D Z210 4 dee 


oy . . - % 
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me J ons bis Son ag Chriſt] Our old engliſh verſion has 
well rendered the words; and due are in him that is true, by 
| Sts Son Jeſus Chriff, The propoſition « has ſo frequently 
this fignification, that there * ae to e e 
as inſtances. DN 


Dag This 3 16 ; tbe true 'God, ET life. Dr. Clarke re- 
marks, chat nd writer before the time of the council of Nice, 
for the fir 300 years, ever interprets theſe words concerning 
Chriſt. And the obvious meaning of this abridged way of 
Dp, common to the apoſtle -with his divine maſter, is, 
This in the true God, and the author: of eternal | ti . So Chriſt 
ſays of himſelf, John xi. 25. I am the lift, i. e. tie "author 
of it, the inſtrument of bringing mankind to eternal life, 


(6309 

This is the reading of the Alexandrian and 
other manuſcript copies, and it is found in ſeveral 
of the fathers, and many antient verſions of the 
New Teſtament. Our countryman, Dr Hammond, 
approves it. Dr. Whitby receives jt, and well 
remarks, * that thus' the diſciple accords with his 
M aſter, This is life eternal, that they may know 
* thee the only true God, John xvii. 3; and, 
only teacheth what he had learnt from him: 

Laſt Thoughts, &c. pl 66. 


| Jude XXV. | 
Falfe reading. ua T he apoſtle's oro words 


To the only wiſe God, To the only God, our 
eur Saviour, be glory and Saviour, through | Jeſus 
majeſty, dominion and Chriſt our Lord, be glory 
power, both now « and far - and majeſty, dominion and 
ever. ID” Tekin both now ud * | 


| This! is the reading of the N Vatican 
and royal Pariſian manuſcript copies of the New 
Teſtament; of both the Syriac, the Arabian and 
Coptic verſions, and of the Vulgate, which is held 
authentic in the church of Rome. Father Simon 
accordingly. renders it; A Dieu ſeul, ) n6tre'Sau- 
veur, par Jeſus Chriſt notre ſeignevr,” appartient 
Ja gloire, la wee p en et Flt 85 | 
2 1 ICE 


"* 


„ 


| fance avant tous les tems, maintenant, et pour tou- 
jours. Grieſbach, without heſitation, adopts this 
reading into the text. That honeſt man and moſt 
worthy divine, archbiſhop: Tillotſon (/, declares 
his approbation of it. His words I have put in 
the margin. And they may teach ſome perſons, 
that Jeſus, Chriſt being called our Saviour as well 
as Almighty God, is no proof of the divinity of the 
former : he being only the inſtrument employed 
under God, the original ee or Oe of our 


falvation. 
QA | Fale 


830 Tillotfon' $ Sermons, vol ay 619. on Jude u 
© Before I paſs on to the other particulars contained in theſe 
© words, I cannot but take notice, that this wwi/+ God, here 
« ſpoken of, is tiled; ur Saviour, which ſome underſtand 
af our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, and bring this as an argument 
« to prove his div inity.— But although I would not wil- 
. lingly part with any place, that may be fairly brought for 
the proof of the divinity of Chriſt, yet ſeeing there are ſo 
many plain texts in ſcripture for the proof of it, we have 
the leſs reaſon to ſtretch doubtful places; and that this is 
.* ſo, will appear to any one, who conſiders, that the title of 
< Saviour is ſeveral times in ſcripture attributed to God the 
Father; beſides that in a very antient and authentic copy 
© we find the words read ſome what otherwiſe, and fo as to put 
this verſe out of all controverſy, pos due, corn nw, fa 
© Inou Nhru, xvpiy mar, Fota, &c. To the only God, our Sa- 
wiour, &c.” N. B. Thoſe many texts, which this truly good 
man imagined to prove the divinity of Chriſt, bave been 
often ſhewn to prove nothing of the ſort. 2 ; 


* 


the laſt; and what thou © 


feeft, write in a book. 6 9 2 


This is the reading of the Alexandrian, — 


and royal Pariſian manuſcript copies of the. new 


Teſtament, with many others; and alſo of the moſt 
antient verſions. The true reading is reſtored in 


the edition of the greek new Teſtament, at Vienna, 


by the printer to the emperor, whulſt Hardy, in n 
England, holds forth the ſpurious reading as ge- 
nuine, to our youths, who make uſe. of his new 
Teſtament. It is well known, that Dr. Dod- 


dridge profeſſes, ; that this text, more than any 


other in the bible, but which really makes ho 


part of the bible, prevented him from. Jeng 
98 Chriſt to you been a . 4 
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MISTRANSLATIONS in dur Engliſb bible, favouring 
© the daflrins a Trinity, ad of the 8 
of Jek * Chriſt. 


General Rethorks. 


Fhroughout the bible, g5%; holy gbe, to be 
changed into ſpirit, holy ſpirib; becauſe the term 
ghoſt countenanees the ignorance and prejudices 
of many, ho imagine that thereby is to he un- 
derſtood à divine perſon, diſtinct from God. and 
nat the divine extraordinary power or influence. 
| X W jo-2270) bo 
Throughout the bible; where mention is made 
of worſbiping Chriſt, to change it inta, bowing 
down, doing homage, or paying reſpe# to him; 
becauſe the word, in engliſh, miſleads inconſiderate 
readers to imagine, that it is religious worſhip 
that is paid to Chriſt; and * thence to conetude 
him to de God. Whereas, by the fame argu- 
ment, it might be maintained, that the apoſtle 
Peter was God; becauſe (Acta x. 25. TIO 
officer Cornelius BNR" him, | 


- 1 * 
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| Ifaiah ix. 6. 

| Inftead of | i 
_ Unto.us a child is born, Unto us a child is born, 
unto us @ Son is given; unto us @ Son is given ; 
and the government ſhall and the government ſhall 
be upon his ſhoulder; and be upon his ſhoulder : and 
bis name ſhall be called, his name ſhall be called, 
wonderful, councellor, the: the meſſenger of the 
mighty God, the ever- great deſign; the father 
laſting Father, the prince of the age; the prince 

of peace. of peace. % 

Tn Commentaries and Eſſays, publiſhed by the 
Society for promoting the knowlege of the Scrip- 
tures, by a Layman: this tranſlation of the paſ- 
ſage is given, and juſtified with great learning 
and force of evidence. Vol. 11 171. e 


—_ 


Hie was taken > Dong In his humiliation his 
priſon, and from judg- condemnation was ex- 
ment, and who ſhall de- torted, and the men of | 
| clarebis (i) generation? bis generation who ſhall 
17. "ach BS wins 57 gal 
(i) Our faulty es; «ho all declart bis gene 
ration? as referring to ſomething myſterious and extraordi- 
_ mary in the circumſtances of Chriſt's origin, had moſt pro. 
bably Juſtin Martyr & for it's author; who having been a 
2h - N heathen 

9 Juſtin. Op. p. 73+ 139. 160, 156, | 


9 
For be was cut off out of be able to deſeribe? for 
the land of the living; his life was cut off from 
For thegranſgreſſion of my the earth; through the 
people was be ftricken, wickedneſs of my peo- 
f ple he was mitten to 
„ * 


The able hand, juſt now mentioned, p. 36. 
hath abundantly vindicated the tranſlation here 
given; and hath ſhewn with what exactneſs the 
paſſage, in it's ſeveral parts, applies to the cha- 
rafter and ſufferings of the future n Weg 
| Jeremiah XXili. 1650 | 

e e ee N 3 

e aeunignt „ bee d 


n be ball Be d che Land i tha 
called, the Loxp our call him, aur ee 


righteouſneſs. ugs. 
5 , Rendered literally, corn, to the hebrew 
7M idiom, it would be, And this is bis. name, 2 


8 which the Lord ſhall call our righteouſneſs ; a 
ö phraſe exactly the ſame EO And the Lord "hal 

f call him *. which, a1 have obſerved i in note 
8 and 1 befare his LE 9 


of his heathen philoſophic notions upon the bible. He has 
been ſhewn above dee e n The RE: | 


prine * Chrilt's preexiſtence. 


1 

on chap. XX. 3. implies that God would make 
him ſo as he called him, that is, aur rigbte- 
© oufneſs, or the author. and means of ous ſalva- 
vation and acceptance. So by the ſame figure 
of ſpeech, Chriſt is ſaid to have been made of 
© God unto us, W i/deim, and righteouſneſs, and ſanc- 
2 * Hficgtion ang redemption. 1 Cor. x. 30 
This is the verſion, and explanation of a learned, 
valuable critic, What he farther adds with great 
liberality, and fingular integrity. 0 not be o- 
mitted. 

e but e rk be offended 
with me for depriving them by this tranſlation of 
2 favourite argument for proving the divinity of 
our Saviour from the Old Teſtament: But I can- 
not help it: I have done it with no ill deſign, but | 
purely becauſe I think, and am morally ſure, that 
the text, as it ſtands, will not properly admit of 
any other conſtruction. The Lxx (viz. thoſe who 
turned the old Teſtament out of hebrew into greek 
200 years before Chriſt) have ſo tratiflated before 

me, in an age, when there could not poſſibly be | 

any bĩaſs of prejudice, either for or againſt the be- 
fore -· mentioned doctrine; a docttine, which draws. 
it's deciſive proofs from the New Teftament only. 
Notes on D page nay N Dr. ee 
| (nds. ap. apa aid Re 
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8 e „ «« 0 4 9 4 4 
1 OE) »t LIST) @ - _ «4s © * - — F 8 £4 { : *44*® 
o * 6 


(97 3 


| | Hoſea i. 73 | 
 Tnſtead of ES. 5 
1 will ſave them by I will ſave them by 
the Lond their God. myſelf. 


It is a known peculiarity of the hebrew wri- 
ters, ſometimes to repeat the noun inftead of 
ſubſtituting the pronoun for it. Thus, 1 Kings 
viii. I, Salomon afſembled the elders of Iſrael unto 
king Solomen, inſtead of unto bimfelf. It would 
not have been needful to mention this here, if this 
paſſage from Hoſea had not been cited (k) as a 
proof that Chriſt is Jehovah God; and been 
interpreted, as if Almighty God had there ſaid, 
that he wanld ſave men by another Almighty God; 
which other. Almighty God, they ſay, is Chriſt, 
And in proof of it, Mr. Robinſon of Cambridge 
produces this text; as he alſo cites the miſerable 
tranſlation of Iſaiah ix. 6. in proof of Chriſt being 
the everlaſting Father. I mention theſe things, 
chat this ingenious man, who is ſaid now to be 
far from embracing ſuch polytheiſm, may do what 

«FUSES 22. 4 $4.8 1 # is 

(4) * Plea for the Divinity of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
p. 12. 15. ina paſtoral letter addreſſed to a congregation 
of Proteſtant Diſſenters, at Cambridge, 1776. This work 


has paſſed through ſeveral editions. See an 8 — of 
* &c. * 0 ö * 


C3) 
is in his power to recover thoſe whom he has 
led into or confirmed in fuch groſs errors. 


Zechariah xii. 10. 


Inſtead of 5 read 
| = they ball look upon — they ſhall look on 
.me, whom they bave him, | whom they have 
So 51; . Pierced. | 


' Biſhop: Newcome (I) proves this by a variety 
of evidence, to have been the true reading, which 
he adopts into the text ; and mentions particularly 
that Dr. Owen ſhews that Ignatius, Juſtin Martyr, 
Irenæus, Tertullian, and Barnabas favour it. 
The paſſage however is to this day cited by many 

as ſpoken by the Almighty Being concerning 
himſelf, and as a proof that Jeſus, whom the 
foldier (John xix. 34, &c:) pierced with a ſpear, 
was ( ſtrange to tbint f) Jehovah, the moſt high 
God. —8See the Examination of Mr. Robinſon's 


r . 94. 888 


605 * attempt towards an a 1 ee | 
ee and an explanation of the twelve minor pro- 


Phets, p. 207. 208. 


by 4+ 


0 39) 
| Zechariah xii 7. 


\ Inſtead of end 
* O ſword, a= Awake, O ſword, a- 
gainſt my ſhepherd, and gainſt my ſhepherd, and 
againſt the man that is my againſt the man who is 
fellow, . the Lord of near unto me; faith Je- 
hoſts. bovah God of hoſts. 


T his reading is adopted by biſhop Newcome, 
in agreement with Theodotion, and the interpre- 
tation of Junius and Tremellius, &c. | 
From our wrong tranſlation" of the prophet's 
words, many perſons (m) would infer, that the Al- 
mighty being here declares Chriſt's equality to 
himſelf; that he was his 1 


lakes Xii. 31. 

13 bo th 
But the blaſphemy a- But the blaſphemy. of 
gainft the boly ghoſt ſhall the ſpirit ſhall not be 
not be forgiven unto men. forgiven unto men. | 

Our tranſlators have inſerted,” the words che 
bely, to make out what they imagined” to be the 
true meaning, viz. that a Divine Perſon, which 
MF call 1 Cs was here intended to 

; e | [Digs . be 


ng. won hath of "Mr. Robinſon's Plea, ac, 
p- 110. 


( 40 ) 


be mentioned by Chriſt. But if they had ſtrictly 
attended to his words only, they would have 
ſcen, that the blaſphemy, or ſpeaking evil of the 
ſpirit, was nothing more than the ſpeaking evil 
of the divine power, by which Chriſt wrought his 
- . miracles, in alleging, that he received this power 
from an evil being, and not from God. 


4. i. 1. 14. 


Inſtead of 


3 beginning was 
the Ward, and the 
Word was with God, 
and the Nerd was 


God. ' The fame was in; 


the beginning with Ged. 


All things were made by 


bim, and without him 
was not any thing made 
that was. made. In him 
Wag life, and the fe 

was tht Ligbr of men. 
Aud abe Abe ſpiueth in 


| darkm/s,. aud the darks. - 
72 — it t. 


read 


In the beginning was 
Wiſdom, and Wiſdom 
was with God, and God 
was Wiſdom. The. ſame 
was in the beginning with 
God. All things were 
wade by it, and without 
it was nothing made. 
In it was life, and the 


Me wur thr light of men. 


And the light ſpinenb in 
darkneſs, und the. darks 
neſs comprehended is not. 


rim G 1 NN name Na God, whoſe name 
wg Jn, Kir Jane ain Na, The Jae 


46 


came for a witneſs, to 
bear witneſs of the light, 
that all men through him 
might believe. 
' wot that light, but was 


He was 


came for a _witheſs, 10 


bear witneſs of the light, 
that all men through him 
might believe. He was 
not that light, but was 


ſent to bear witneſs of ſent to bear witneſs of 


that light. That was 
the true light, . which 
lighteth every man that 
| cometh into ihe world, 


and the world was made 


knew: him not. He came 


unto bis own, and his own 
received him not. 
45 many as received bim, 


become abe ſons: of God. 


even ta them that. believe 
en his name: which were 


horn not. of. bload, por of 


that light. That was 
the true light which 
came into the world, and 


enlighteneth every man. 
He was in the world, 
was in the world, and the 
world was made by it, 
and the world knew it 
not. It came to-its own 
But to 
received it not. 
to them gave be power 40 


It (Divine Wiſdom) 


land, and its own, people 


on its name. ho were 


the-yill of the fleſh, nor af born not & blood, nur 
ann of tbe will f the: fleſp, 


Cl.. 19 "ex. bar - nor: of the will EOS: 
oh ul 1 2255 e of C Its 
bag Dt FLAKE (ee nene Ni | 

a 


But as 
many 4s: received it, to 
tem it gave power to 
even to thtm obo believe 


” 


And 
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And the Word was _ And Wiſdom became 
made fileſp, and dwelt a- man, and dwelt among 
weng Us, and we beheld us, and we beheld its 
his glory as of the only glory, the glory as of the 
begotten of the Father, well beloved of. the Fa- 
full of grace and truth.. . ther, full of ae and 

| truth. 


4 


ths | has been proved in the beer part of ds 
work, that this , rendering of the term logos, 
which we tranſlate Word, by Wiſdem, is ; juſt, and 
proper, and pointed out by- the ſcripture itſelf. 
For all writers, antient and modern, agree in 
their ſentiments, that St. John alludes to Solo- 
mon's deſcription of Wiſdum, Prov. vin. although 
the greater part of them have given a wrong turn 
to and conſtruction of this logos, Word or Wi. 
dom, and have made it à divine perſon, another 
. God; of Which, as has been ſhewn, Solomon 
Knew nothing. Neither had St. Join any idea of 
ſo monſtrous a thing, as another God, monſtrous 
to à jew; but intended only, after Solomon's 
manner, to deſcribe the one, eternal}. almighty 
Being, by bis attribute of Wiſdom, the better to 
_ declare} and in a- more ſtriking way, that tlie 
giſts of a divine wiſdom and power were in a moſt 
extraordinary degree communicated to Chriſt, ſo 
that M iſdom, (Divine Wiſdom) might be ſaid to 


WIOY | EY 2 5 


68) 
become man, and to dell among us in the perſon 
of the holy Jeſus. 


And this ſurely. was a very proper 1 end 


introduction to his hiſtory of Chriſt, and a very 
latisfactory account why the apoſtle choſe to begin 


it in this ſingular manner. 
That the evangeliſt could not poſſibly i = to 
hold forth, Chrift under the name, logos, Mora, 


Wi i/dom,. as à preexiſtent being, and ſeeond God, 


has been ſhewn; . 

1. By his never ſpeaking concerning Chriſh, nor 
ever introducing Chriſt ſpeaking of himſelf, that 
he had ever exiſted in a former ſtate as God: 

2. But an the contrary, he deſcribes Chriſt uni- 
formly as a man, like. others; and particularly, 


after our Lord's reſurrection and exaltation in 


beaven,: this apoſtle Joins with all his  fellow- 


apoſtles,. in declaring Jeſus to have been one of 


the human race, and of their own nation, with ex- 
traordinary power, and eredentials from almighty 


God, as a prophet ; and repeatedly, as his higheſt | 


title as it were, John, and the other apoſtles ſtile 
their divine maſter, God's ſervant. Acts ii. %. 22s 
i. 11. 12. 14. 14. iv. 24. 27. 


Sog that we have full e that: the 
evangeliſt; St. John, did not believe his divine 


maſter co be any other than a human creature; 


wn therefore never could h to _ of him 
D 2 be 


SORE. 
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64 
here as à preexiſtent being; oy ee Gen 
ſecond God. 

This notion of Chriſt, as being a D'S] God 

and creator, was firſt brought in among chriſtians 
by heathen converts, from their philoſophy ; and 
it has been ſhewn, that moſt probably Juſtin 
Martyr, a good man, but addifted to Plato's ſect, 
and of a warm imagination, was the inventor 
of it; and by him, altnoſt from the beginning, 
che chriſtian world has been miſled. 

Other arguments have been produced in che 
former chapter of this book, but theſe 1 hope 
will ſuffice” to eradicare this inveterate deep-rooted' 
prejudice; that St. John here treats of Chriſt as 
the logos, and A God, next to the one fupreme, ? 
or equal to fim: : for this is the principal paſſage 
that contributes to keep up fach polytheiſtn, by 
common readers un ſortunately irrragining; and tak- 

\ ing for granted, that Chriſt is the Word or W 1. N 
dom of God, which is  hiraſels, by which tie” 2 


denominated. 1 8 3 x 
| ATLAS: 4 Zr off, F 97 11 e 1 
John i. 13, 
77 Nr wh ON 15 l 191 
Inſtead of -* LS read. or 71 - i 


Jobn bare” — of | va bare witheſs f 


bim, and cried, ſaying bim, ſaying; This i, be 
This is be 'of © whom 1 ef "whom I pate. H 
pale. He that cometb that' cometb after me' is 
' after me, is preferred preferred before me: for 


* 
1 


( 4 ) 
Before me: for be was be was greater than ; 
before me. | me. | . 


John 1. 30. 


This is he of bm This is be of whom 1 
faid ; | after me cometh a ſaid: After me cometh 
man, who is preferred be- a man who is preferred 
fore ne: for he was be- before me: for he was 
0 me. | greater than me. 


The baptiſt i is ho ſpeaking only of the fa 
periar dignity of Chriſt's office to his own, and 
not of any prior exiſtence. And this is the pro- 
per ſenſe of rhe words. See Matth, Ul, 11. Mark 
1 e lik. a6... :. 


OY John i ” 
| Inidiead FA 971909 ca 
ue bebeld bis glory, Mie beheld his glory, 


zhe glory as of the only- the glory 9s of the belov- 
begotten 21 Father. © 4 Father. | 


— 18. 


No ily both fe God Ne man bath ſeen Cod 
at any time: the only- at any time: the beloy- 
begotten Son, who is in ed Son, who is in the 
the boſom of the ond boſom of the e be 
at age nn. bim. 


THe 


ao D 3 | dane, 


( 46 ) 

Monogenet, only begotten, as our tranſlation has 
it; is properly an only ſon. And becauſe ſuch 
are for the moſt part, greatly loved, thence the 
word is transferred to ſignify beloved, moſt beloved. 
And Mr, Whiſton, (n) has ſhewn in a valuable 
remark on this word, that St, John moſt proba- 
bly borrowed it, in this ſenſe, from the greek tran- 
flation of the hehrew e which was then 
in uſe. - 

Only begotten i is ds moſt groſs = im- 
proper language to be uſed in engliſh ; eſpecially 
with reſpe& to the Deity. It was probably a- 
dopted by our tranſlators, and is certainly un- 
derſtood by the generality of their readers, as 
implying ſome fingular and eternal generation. of 
Jeſus Chriſt, before he became a man. But there 
is nothing advanced by St. John that can od any - 
one to uh an 1800 concern ning 8 f 


ok 9 23 John ne 18. cation oo 
For Ged * bod the + For God fo loved the 
world, that he gave bis world, that he gave bis 


only begotten Son, that. beloved Son, that aubo- 
| . whoſoever believed in bim  foever believrib in him, 


fo not e . not perib. 
wo dl oe Neri » 4285 Joby 


x SOIT. 4 54 

u Whilton's Sermons, p. 309, 310, See alſo Sequel'to 
an Apology for. reigning the Gangs of 8 P- 139» 
140, pore, © » % 


J 


John. v. 18. 


Inſtead of read 


Therefore the jews Therefore the jews 


' fought the more to kill ſought the more to kill 
him, becauſe hg not only him, becauſe he not only 
had broken the ſabbath, had broken the Jabbath, 
but bad, /aid that God was but had aid that God was 


bis Father, making bim- bis Father, making bim- 


elf equal with God. elf like unto God. 


That this is a Juſt tranſlation ( 2 ) of the rig 


nal, cannot be queſtioned. It is only produced 
becauſe many readers are led, from the preſent 
tranſlation, to fancy, that there was ſomething 


ſaid by our Saviour, which the jews interpreted 


to imply his being equal with God, and they too 
readily think it was ſo. But although chriftians, 


through the habit of hearing ſuch a thing from 


their childhaogd, are not ſhocked at the thought 
of a human creature like Chriſt being equal to 


God, it was an idea that could never enter into 


: D 4 is „ el - we 


"(as Our tranſlators have fallen into a . miſtake in 


2 The XX. 36; where 40a;y2 ſhould be rendered, not equal, 


but /ike unto the angels. For it is not an equality to thoſe 


heavenly beings, in rank and faculties, which our Lord here 


authorizes his virtuous and fincere followers to expect im- 
mediately in the future world, at the reſurrection; but only 8 
more perfect, and unperiſhing condition of being. 
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66 
the mind of a jew. What they laid to our Lord's 
charge, was, his aſſuming, not an equality to, but 
an authority from, God, as their Neun: which 
they denied kim to be. 


- John vi. 33. 


Inſtead of i 

For the bread of God For the Bread ef Cod 

is he which cometh dem is that which cometh 
from heaven, and giveth down from heaven, and 
life unto the world, giveth li ife unto the world, | 


The reply made to dete words of; Chriſt 
ſhews that this is the proper tranſlation of them; 
Viz. ver. 34- Then ſaid they "unto bim; Lord, 


evermore give us this bread. And it ſhews a- 


mong many other proofs, that our Lord ſpoke of 
his doctrine, (i. e. the bread of Ged) and of him- 
ſelf; coming down frem heaven, in the ſame ſenſe; 

i. e. as having both a divine authority, r. 


John viii. 58. 
Inſtead of ®  & read 
Before Abraham was,” Before Abraham was, 


Ian. I an the light of the 
3 weld... 0 
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It has been ſhewn by ſeveral moſt judicious 
chriſtians, that our Saviour's words, as the evan- 
geliſt puts them, are thus to be ſupplied ; as he 
unqueſtionably refers to ſomething he had ſaid be- 
fore, declaratory of his true character from God, 
of his being the Meſſiah or the Chriſt; and moſt 
probably. to what is recorded ver. 12. 

So that here is a full end put to that .moſt 


groundleſs concluſion commonly made from theſe 
words; contrary to grammar; contrary to com- 


mon ſenſe; contrary to the words of Moſes, to 
which alluſion is ſuppoſed to be made, as tranſ- 


lated by the xx; viz. that our Lord ſhould here 


declare himſelf to be, the ow, I Au, the ſelf- 
exiſtent, eternal Gov. | 


—— xvili. 3. 


; 


Inftead of 2 Ne read 
This is life. eternal, This is life eternal, 


that they might know that they may know Thee 
Thee, the only true God, to be the only true God, 


and Jeſus Chriſt whom and Jeſus to be the 
thou haſt fat. mg Cbrif N thou Aut 
i ent. : 


Not thi childs Vun abe 1 the infini- 
tive nat, 10 be, is underſtood, And Xpiroy, Chriſt, 


F dur a name of 
ny office: | 
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office: viz. the anointed r Pen the Chriſt, the 
Mefliah. 2 

And the moſt -unlearned, if he * the andbr- 
ſtanding of a human creature, and will give atten- 
tion without prejudice to what he reads, may 
eaſily: perceive for a n an n of - 

_ Chriſt; * 

1. That there is * one true Ged, © one i Gmgle 
perſon ho is this rrue God, denoted to be ſuch ' 
by the pronouns, . Thee, Thou, hh cannot ſig- 
nify more than one perſon. And, | 

2. That the holy Jeſus is W e and par- 
ticularb excluded from being the true God, and 

contradiſtinguiſned from nu, by being called 
the Chriſt, i. e. the anointed. prophet, and alſo 
the meſſenger of the true God. 

There is moreover a concluſion of the greateſt 
moment, - moſt plainly and evidently to be de- 
duced from theſe words of our Lord, in his de- 

vout prayer for himſelf and his diſciples; ; namely, 
that the bleſſed Jeſus, our lord and maſter, i in ad- 
dtefling the Father, as the only true God, whoſe : 
meſſenger at the ſame time he calls himſelf, teaches a8 
us; that whoever worthips any other perſon be. 

ſides the Father; whoever worſhips either him- 
ſelf, or the Holy, Spirit, worſhips a alſe god. 
For if che Father be the only true God, all qthers, 
in our Saviour s own, account and Snot, npaft.. 
be Halle gods. 


I cannot 


. 


cannot refrain here from inſerting a paſſage 
out of the excellent Tillotſon's Sermons. 
Prayer is a proper act of religious worſhip, 
and therefore peculiar to God alone; and we 
* are commanded to worſhip the Lord our God, 
aud ſerve him only. And no where in ſcripture 
© are we directed to addreſs our prayers, and 
« ſupplications, and thankſgivings to any but 
God alone, and only in the name and mediation 
of Jeſus Chriſt. Our bleſſed Saviour himſelf 
* hath taught us, to put up all our prayers to 
God, our heavenly Father, Luke xi. 2. ben 
© you pray, ſay, Our Father, which art in heaven, 
Which plainly ſhews to whom our prayers are 
to be addreſſed; and unleſs we can call an angel, 
© or (the ,blefſed virgin, or a ſaint, (he might have 
© added) or Jeſus Chrift, our Father; we can pray 
to none of them. Tillotſon, vol. ii. p. 132. 
N. B. I ſhould. not have thought of mentioning 
this inconſiderable amendment of our preſent eng- 
liſh tranſlation of this text, or have added theſe 
remarks, but for the ſad perverſion of our Sa- 
viour's words, made by ſo good and learned a man 
as biſhop Pearce. In half a century, whoever . 
lives to ſee it, if not ſooner, our ſucceſſors will 
wonder that it ſhould haye been neceſſary to re- 
fute ed abſurdities, , 


* 4 


John 


( $52 ) 


John xvii. 24 By 

b 
Father, I will, that Father, I deſire, that 
they alſo whom Thou baſt they alſo whom Thou haſt 


given me, be with me given me, be with me 
where I am. 8 0 where 1 am. 


This may au to ſome a ecifling aches: | 
But'as the verſion now ſtands, many engliſh rea- 
ders apprehend Chriſt to be ſpeaking to God as 
his equal: whereas it is truly the language of a 
ſupplicant, dependent creature, addrefling his Fa- 
ther, and his God; yet with conſcious (v) ſatis- 
faction of having done his duty, and approved 
himſelf to him, and e eee 


6 a ·˙· 
d ng.) 

| ub. 27. 30. (16:34 

Tnftead of 6222 97 097 eee 


F be God of Abrabam, 5 The God of Abraham, 
of Iſaac, and of Facob, of Jaac, and of Jacob, 
the God of our fathers, the God of our fathers, 
hath glerified bis Son * ral ' bath bite bis fervant | 
us. Jus. A 3 | 


(2) I have glorYfied Thee on the earth 3 {1 have finiſhed the 
work aubich thou gave me to do. And now, O Father, glorify 
Thom me, Se. Ver, 4» 5» 


M 1 


ea) 


Unto you firſt, God 
having raiſed up his Son 
Jeſus, ſent- ow! to Oe” 


7 


Thou hat anointed, both 
Herod and Pontius Pilate, 
with the gentiles and the 
people of Iſrazl, were ga- 
INE | O24 


7 - that figns and won 


ders may be done by the 
name of thy baly child Jer 
fas. LEY 


* 
Dee IH) hon 


No - you het, Ged 


having raiſed up his ſer- 


vant Feſus, ſent _ is 


| en. „ 
Fur of a truth ty | 
the boly child Jeſus, whom 


For of a truth Mo 
the boly ſervant” Feſus, 


whom Thou haſt anointed, 


both Herod and Pontius 
Pilate, with the gentiles 
and the people of Hfrael, 
way gathered together. | 

— - that ſigns and wen- 
— may be done by the 


name of thy bely ſervant | 


Fe efus. 


Wy = 1" 


No ſcholar. but muſt. allow the puta of the 
tranſlation. in, theſe paſſages. ods 

It is obſeryable,, that the ſame 1 ood, whichia 

| rendered, ch. iv. ver: 2 57 by the meuth, dee en, 

of thy ſervant David, is immediately afterwards, 


ver. 27. rendered, thy holy, waides os, CHILD, when 4 


applied to Chriſt. This ſhews what a biaſs our 
tranſlators lay under, and how afraid they were of 


calling Jeſus God's ſervant. And yet if their pre- 


Judices would have allowed them any freedom of 
tho ught and inquiry ; they would have found, that 
it was a name, * our Lord moſt frequently 
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took to himſelf, and moſt unqueſtionably held it 
his higheſt honour to be God's eſpecial ſervant, 
employed on his moſt benevolent . deſigns. For 
his general language concerning himſelf, was, that 
he. was ſent, of God, one whom the Father /ent ; 
i. e. his Fe his ſervant. 


ar * i de mi, 14. 9 0 | 
But ye denied 5 "wa But ye denied that holy 
ane, and the juſt, and-de- and juſt perſon, and de- 
fired a murderer to be fired a murderer. 0 be 
5 granted unto you ; ; and granted unto ou 3 ; and 
killed the prince of life, killed the guide to life, 


tebom God bath ra ed whom God hath raiſed 
from the deald. from the dead. 5 


How moſt prepötterouſy ſome perſons, * even 
in our own days, from theſe two verſes ill un 
d&rf504, would conclude Chriſt to be the eternal 
God, hath been intimated in the foregoing yr 


of "this work. | WOES 
Aan, Ain 6 Ve 7 hr * Pu 3 $791 
100 ui iS . Ads: vii. hs. 2 7 
£ 20 D "Tits of © v. of! 1 en "eat 14 


22 "td f 0 foned / d they Auel He 
a op. ca ling upon God, ben, calling upon Jeſus, 
and d ſaying Lord Te gar, and ſaying, Lord Jeſus, 
| Hire my Jpirit. receive my ſpirit. | 


Our 


685 3 


Qur tranſlators have inſerted the word God, 
of their own accord: for what reaſon it is hard 
to ſay, unleſs to take the opportunity of declar- 
ing, that Chriſt was, as they imagined, in this 
paſſage taught to be 9 by prayer being! made 
to him. 

If any word be inſerted, it ſhould be Jeſus, as 
I have done, to compleat the ſenſe in engliſh. 
After what has been remarked elſewhere, to ſa- 
"tisfy the reader here that this ſingle invocation of 
Chriſt does not imply him to be any thing above 2 
human creature, highly exalted in fayour with God, 
'T ſhall fubjoin a remark upon it, in a work (9) 
which has lately appeared, and which deſerves 
the ſerious attention ot the public. 

© In this viſion, Stephen beholding Jeſus in 
that ſtation of glory, by God's right hand; might 
© call upon his maſter Chriſt to ſave or to receive 
his ſpirit. Seeing Chriſt in heaven, and know- 
ing Chriſt's power with God, was as goòd a 
reuaſon for Stephen to call for, and deſire his 

c help, as it was for his diſciples, . who Jaw, his 
©. power on earth,. to call to him to ſave them in 
4 a form, Matt. vin. 2427, Let Stephen's | ex- 

| | £3 apple 
| (4) The ſcripture account of the attributes and wortiip 
wa and of the character und offices of Jeſus: Chil, 


p. 152. By Hopton Haynes, Eſq. . of the 
Mint. Printed for Johnſon, 1790. DA 
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( 56 ) 
© ample” is to others no rule, unleſs they are en- 
© couraged by a lite viſion. We are not to depart 
from general rules of duty, and juſtify our prac- 
« rice, by a ſingle, dh fp ne er and 
g Example. 4.1 | 
pez ix. Be 21. 


| | Inſtead of whe e 
And here ho hath. . 5 here be hath a au- 


| "thority From the chief. thority from the chief 
| Priefts to bind all that priefts to. bind all that 


call on thy name, are called by thy name, 


n 3 Wes | 15 Or that appeal 'to 1 thy 
_ ; name. 


And all that beard Ide, And all that beat bim 
were amaned, and ſaid; were amazed, and ſaid; 
it net ibis -be-which; d- is not this be abe de- 
frezed them that called » firoyed.othem that were | 


en this. nam. called by this name, or 


La 


H. ien e ot; hin ppealed co this name. 


That this is the proper rendering and ſenſe of 
the” words, hath, been ſhewn in the former part of 


this work, and elſewhere, by myſelf, and others. 


St. Luke's own words, a little before, might 
have led our tranſlators into this their true mean- 
ing, if their prejudices had not made them too 
eager to lay hold of any thing that had the ap- 
pegance he * Chriſt to be God. and the 

2 


D 
object of religious worſhip. For in the ſame 
breath, as it were, at ver. 2. of this chapter, the 
facred hiſtorian expreſſes the very ſame thing only 
in different words; viz. that if Saul found any 
of this way he was to bring them bound to Jeruſa- 
lem: any of this way anſwers to any called by this 
name, i. e. any Chriſtians. | 
- Our: hiſtorian, moreover, could never intend 
to repreſent chriſtians, as a claſs of men diftin- 
guiſhed by calling upon or invoking the name of 
Chriſt, the founder of their religion, in prayer: 


becauſe neither in his firſt treatiſe, in which he 


gives a hiſtory of Chriſt, nor in his ſecond trea- 
tiſe, The As, does he ever denominate . Chriſt 
God, or an object of worſhip : but on the con- 
trary, throughout both, deſcribes him as a crea- 
ture of God, one of the human race; who offered 
up his devotions continually to God, the Father 
of himſelf and of all mankind, and directed all 
others to pray to the Father only. 


1 Cor. i. 2; 


Inſtead of read 
 — with all that, in L tbith all that, in 
every place, call upon the every tlace, are called - 
name of our Lord 72 efus by, or appealed to the 
G name of our Lord Te Jeſus 
Chrift, 


* | Dy. 


t 9 
Dr. Hammond ſaw the miſtake of our engliſh 
tranſlation in this inſtance, and 'has inſerted a 
valuable note to confirm his own ſentiment, that 
it ſhould be read, not that call upon, but that” 
are called by the name of Chriſt, He very pro- 
perly ſtiles this language of the apoſtle © a pe- 
ripbrafis of chriftians;' viz. a way of ſpeaking, 
where many words are uſed to expreſs the ſenſe of 
one. . 
This inſtance of wrong tranſlation is inſerted a 
little out of its courſe, on account of its con- 
nection with the foregoing. 


Acts xvii. 29. 


Inſtead of reat | 


Foraſmuch then as ws Foraſmuch then as we 
are the offspring of God, are the offspring of God, 
doe ought not to think that we ought not to think that. 

be godbead is like unto the Divine Being is like 

gold, or filver, or ſtone unto gold, or filver, or 
graven by art, and man's ſtone graven by art, and 
device. man's device. 


This is an exact tranſlation of the word i in the 
eriginal, uſed by the apoſtle, And hence 1 it fol- 
lows, that Tye DIVINE BEING is a proper ſcrip- 


tural name of God, when we are ſpeaking of 
N The 


him. 


( $9 ) 


The ftrange word; godbead, is therefore by all 


means to be diſcarded; and the more, as being 
ſuppoſed to denote the divine nature or eſſence, 
about which the ſcriptures are wholly ſilent, it 
gives countenance to the doctrine of what is 
called 7 bree perſons, or a Trinity of perſons in the 
godhead ; which is a language aſſuredly as un 
ſcriptural : as it is unintelligible. 


Acts xx. 28. 


Inſtead of read 


feed the church, of — feed the church of 
God, which be hath pur- the Lord (i. e. Chriſt) 
chaſed with his vwn blood, which be hath purchaſed 
. with his own blood: or 


| «= feed: the church of 


God, which he hath pur- 
| chaſed with the blood of 


Theſe readings, the one or the other of them, 


are favoured by the beſt or moſt antient manu- 
ſcript copies of the New Teſtament. Wetſtein 
ſhews that Chryſoſtom and Athanaſius, the great 
patrons of orthodoxy in the fourth century, repro- 
bated .the uſe of fuch ſhocking language, as the 
blood of God; and hence we may be aſſured that 
the reading i in our engliſh tranſlation was not then 
known. 


E 2 Romans - 
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Romans i. 3. 


Inſtead of read 


concerning bis Sen, concerning bis San 
Feſus Chriſt our Lord; Feſus Chriſt our Lord; 
who was made of the ſeed who was made of the ſeed 
of David according to the of David by natural de- 
fleſh, and declared to be ſcent, and declared to 

the Son of God with'pow- be the Son of God with 
er, according to the ſpirit pawer, according to the 
of holineſs, by the reſur- ſpirit of holinefs, by the 
reftion from- the dead. reſurrettion from the dead. 


By natural deſcent will be found a more juſt. 
tranſlation, and a fitter repreſentation of the apoſ- 
tle's words than the literal rendering of them, ac- 
cording to the fleſh. For 1dioms and peculiarities 
of ſpeech... can. ſeldom bear being turned, word 
for word, out of one, language into another; but 
will appear harſh, and. often obſcure the ſenſe. 
Thus the common falutation # in French, comment 
vou portez vous? which in the literal rendering is, 
bow do you carry yourſelf? would hardly be intel- 
ligible in'Engliſh. And ſo here, according to the 
Feſb, though by uſe we can endure it, and fix 
ſome meaning to it, tis nevertheleſs moſt uncouth, 
and the ſenſe is much wine nes * term, 
natural deſcent. dee ane 10 en gabe 

5 = tr Wy 
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But there is another reaſon for changing our 


preſent tranſlation; becauſe it tends to miſlead | 


perſons with reſpect to the perſon of Chriſt. For 
this phraſe, of the ſeed of David according to the 
#eſp, is generally interpreted to mean, according to 
his human nature; as though it implied that Chriſt 
had another nature, beſides that which he derived by 
his deſcent from David. But whatever meaning p- 
others may put upon his words, it is certain St. Paul 
never intended any ſuch matter by them. For a 
little farther on in this epiſtle (ix. 3.) he ſtiles the 
jews, my kinſmen according to the fleſh. So that we 
have as good grounds from ſuch language to in- 


fer, that Paul had another nature beſides his hu- 


man nature, as that our Saviour had. In the 
paſſage before us there is no reference to any 
two imaginary natures, but to the two different 
conditions of Chriſt; as a mortal man, like others 
of the human race, and as diſtinguiſned and 
fitted for his high office as prophet of the chriſtian 
church, and teacher of the divine will to men, 
by gifts of the holy Spirit, and by being in an 
extraordinary mahner raiſed from the dead, ar 
me God, Ka 


E 3 Romans 


Il 
| 
| 

| 

1 
| 

_ 
| 
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Romans 1. 20. 
Inſtead of | read 


For the invifible things For the inviſible things 
of bim, from the creation of bim, from the creation 
of the world, are clearly ef the world, are clearly 


ſeen, being underſtood by ſeen, being underſtood by 
the things that are made, the things that are made, 
even his eternal power even bis eternal power 
and godbead. nd providence. 


Common engliſh readers are ſo tin&tured with 
the notion, that this word, godbead, ſignifies the 


divine nature admitting a multiplicity of perſons, 


that on that account it ought to be excluded the 
ſcriptures, as well as for its being wholly unintel- 
ligible, ' dcerns, in the apoſtle's idea here, probably 
meant the divine 1 A his bye | 


vidence. 


Romans ix. f . 
Inſtead of Yet 5 read 


A whom, as con- Of ed by natural 
cerning the fleſh, Chriſt deſcent, Cbriſt came, 
came, who is over all, God, who is over all, be 


"God bleſſed for ever. bleſſed for ever. Amen. 


Amen. ; 
: Our 


8 

Our tranſlators would have heſitated in applying 
this language to Chriſt, if their minds had been 
fufficiently , unbiaſſed, and at liberty to examine 
the ſtrong arguments which there are for the a- 
poſtle's intending to ſpeak of God only. 

1. For firſt, the early chriſtian writers, who 
were but too much diſpoſed to exalt the perſon 
of Chriſt, did not underſtand theſe words as ſpoken 
of him. Some of them pronounce it to be raſh- 
neſs and impiety, to ſay that Chriſt was the God 
over all, which they would not have done if this 
paſſage had belonged to him ; others affirm, that 
no pious perſon could uſe ſuch language concerning 
Chriſt. Dr. Clarke Scrip. Doctr. p. 85, &c. 

2. This that is here adopted as the true reading, 
is probably the way in which thoſe antients read 
the paſſage. For the beſt critics have obſerved, 
chat the words will full as well admit this con- 
ſtruction as the other: the verb, , be, on other 
occaſions being left to be ſupplied. See Matt. xv 
18 ) 

3. It is alſo obſerved, that in all other places 
the term evxoynroc, bleſſed, is appropriated to the 
Father only: and when at any time Chriſt is ſaid 
to be evxoynpetrcs, bleſſed, as Matth. xxi. 9, &c. it 
is quite another thing. 

4. It remains therefore that the works | in Wag 
Hon, are to be read, God, who is over all, be 
bleſſed for ever; and are to be underſtood, 

E 4 f as 


(34) 

as a ſudden pious thought, and ejaculation of the 
apoſtle's to almighty God, ſtruck with admiration 
of the divine goodneſs in the ſubject before him. 
. And this 1s rendered the more probable, by its 
being conſonant to the apoſtle's manner of ' writ- 
ing, to interrupt the matter he is treating of, 
by breaking forth into ſuch devout ſtrains. Thus 
Eph. i. 3. immediately after his ſalutation of 
them, he ſtrikes out; * bleſſed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who bath bleſſed 
us with all ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly things by 
Chriſt ; and not long after, in the ſame epiſtle, iii. 
20. Now unto him that is able to do for us abun- 
dantly, above all that we can do or think, r See 
alſo Rom. i. 25. xi. 16. 2 Cor. i. 3, Xi. 31. | 

I ſhould think theſe arguments muſt: be ſaſtei: 
_ ently convincing to all, that St. Paul in this 
place is far from tiling Chriſt, God over all. But 
1 would alſo wiſh che reader to make uſe of his 
own underſtanding, and conſider, whether the a- 
poſtle, whether any man, in the uſe of his reafon, 


could advance ſuch a contradiftion, as in the 


ſame ſentence, to call Chriſt the moſt high God, 

- and alſo a jew lincally deſcended from jews: for 

this laſt is the meaning of the words / ben 
#5 conce: and the 90 a Grit get. 


1 Cor; 
b 0 . 


6 


4 Cortnchians ii. 14. 
| Inſtead of read 


But the natural man But the animal man 
receiveth not the things of receiveth not the things © 
the ſpirit of God: for of the fpirit of God: for 
they are fooli iſhneſs unto they are fooliſhneſs unto 


bim. him. 


This nge as it ſtands in our engliſh tranſ- 
lation, has been, and ſtill is made uſe of, to in- 
ſinuate, that men are not to truſt to their reaſon 
in interpreting the fcripture, or that in the uſe of 
their reaſon they cannot properly judge of the 
things contained in the ſcripture: whereas 4uy mer 
properly ſignifies the man who follows his animal 
propenſities and inclinations, and not his reaſon ; 
which is God's natural gift to us, and that faculty 
whereby we are to judge of any extraordinary or 
revealed light that he affords us. 


1 Corinthians x. 9. 
fuſtead o.g. © read 
Neither let us tempt Neither let us tempt 
Chrif,, as ſome of them the Lord (or God) as 
alſo tempted, Jome of them 25 tempted. 
Pp The 


E : 


The beſt manuſcript copies of the New Teſta- 
ment favour one or other of theſe readings, with 
other important authorities. I put biſhop Pearce's 
note (7) in the margin. See alſo Sequel to an A- 
pology for reigning the e vt * 47 20g 
p. 262. 

| Galatians iv. 4. | 

When the fulneſs 4 . When the fulneſs of the 
time was come, God ſent time was come, God ſent 
HOY bis Son, made of a forth bis Son, born of a 

» made under the . born. under the 

Sens forth, the Gare ſent ho God, John 5-6. 
xvii. 18. f. e. having a divine commiſſion. St; 
Paul then ſays here, that at his appointed time; 
the Almighty gave a commiſſion to Jeſus, the fon 
of Mary, of a jewiſh family, ſubje& to the law 
of Moſes. Beauſobre renders it, Dieu a envoye 
ſon Fils, ue d e et aſſujetti a la loi. 


Epheſians | 


(r) The Alexandrian manuſeript (ex emendatione, ſays 
Wetſtein) with the Ethiopian verſion read here, &,'God, not 
Xzi567, Chriſt, which firſt reading Grotius highly | approves 
of: and I am not againſt his opinion, becauſe (there being 
no accuſative after eweqaoa in the next ſentence) Qzor, God, 
ſeems better underſtood there than Xproz, Chriſt, However, 
ſome other MSS. and fathers read Kaps, Lord, which per- 
haps was the true reading ; and being by ſome thought to 
mean Chriſt, was changed into Xpirer, and by others, who 
thought it meant God, was changed into ©. Pearce in loc. 


f ( 6 ) 


Epheſians iv. 32. 
Inftead of read 


And be ye kind one to And be ye kind one 
another, tender-hearted, to another, tender-heart- 
forgiving one another, ed, forgiving one another, 
even as God for Chriſt's even as God, by Chriſt, 
fake, hath forgiven you. bath forgiven you. 


This is the proper meaning of the prepoſition , 
in this place. God is never ſaid to forgive any 
one for Chriſt's ſake, but out of his own benignity 
and kindneſs, without the interference of Chriſt, 
or of any other perſon. 


. | Coloſſians ll. 9. 
Inſtead of read 
For in bim dwelleth For in him duwelleth all 
all the fullneſs of the god- the fulneſs of the deity 
Bead bodily. N 


In Epheſians i iii. 19, our apoſtle prays that the 


chriſtians to whom he writes might be filled with 


all the fulneſs of God. The fulneſs ſpoken of in 
both caſes, that of Chriſt, and that of chriſtians his 


followers, was from the communication of divine 
powers to each; though to Chriſt, as it. is expreſſed, 
John iii. 34. God gave the ſpirit without meaſure. 

352 88 N For 


( 68 ) 


For reaſons above-mentioned, the ſcholaſtic word, 
godbead, is rejected, becauſe ro common readers 
it countenances the ſtrange notion of a God con- 
ſiſting of three perſons. 


Philippians ii. 5, &c. 
This is the famous paſſage, which in our 
common tranſlation, ſpeaks of Chriſt Jeſus being 
is the form of God, and thinking it not robbery to 
be equa! with God, and taking upon bim the form 
F a ſervant; which on account of the various 
miſtakes about it, 1 ſhall conſider more Pt 
cularly. | 
Many underſtand it to be chitin of Chrift's 
humility in leaving a glorious condition of being, 
in which he had exiſted before all ages, either as 
the ſupreme God, or the creator of all things 
under him, and condeſcending to gannate a hu- 
man body, and ſo to become man. 2 
But as, throughout the e we never r find, 1 
that Chrift himſelf daimed any reſpect from men, 
for any thing that he had been before he was born; 
and his apoſtles never elſewhere refer us to ſuch an 
extraordinary inſtance of humility, as that of leav- 
ing another world to come into this, there is rea- 
fon to hefitate, and to ſuſpect, that nothing of the 
| fort is intended here. For it is a (circumſtance =» 
of that magnitude; and ſo much to their maſter's 
en that if f ene can 
5 hardly 


( 69 ) . 
hardly imagine that they would have taken ſuch 
ſmall notice of it; but would have been frequently 
introducing and dwelling upon 1t. | 

For this, and various reaſons beſides, others: 
have explained the apoſtle's words here, and more 
juſtly, as it appears to me, as declaratory of our 
Lord's humility in the courſe of his life in the- 
preſent world only, without reference to any other 
ſtate of being. And they have, interpreted the 
form of Ged, in which the apoſtle ſays he was, 
not as any thing belonging to vim in a former 
ſtate, but as what was enjoyed by him in this 
world, ſays Dr, Lardner ; denoting his knowlege- 

of the hearts of men, his power of healing diſcaſes, 
and raifing the dead, and working other miracles, 
at all times, whenever he pleafed.” From a power 
of this divine kind intruſted with him, he might 
be truly ſaid to be godlike, in the form of God. 
Mopen, (/) forma, &c. che form of God, ſays 
Grotius, as cited by Lardner, denotes only an ex- 
ternal appearance, ſomething that ſtrikes ur 
ſenſes; ſuch for inſtance as Chriſt's eminent power 
of healing all diſeaſes, caſting out demons, raiſing 

8 | l | | | the 

WO Mere, forma, in noſtris libris non Ggnificat i iaternum 
et occultum aliquid, ſed id quod in oculos incurrit, qualis erat 
eximia in Chriſto poteſtas ſanandi morbos omnes, ejiciendi 
dæmonas, excitandi mortuos, mutandi rerum aturas: que 


vere divina ſunt, ita ut Moſes, qui tam magna non fecit, 
, Giftus ob id fuerit deus Pharaoni. Grot. in Philip, ii. 6. 
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alſo. on the things of others, 


(964 3 


the dead, changing the nature of things; which 


may be called ſomewhat truly divine: ſo that 
Moſes, though far from doing any thing of the 
kind equal to what Chriſt did, was nevertheleſs 
called (Exod vii. 1.) a god unto Pharaoh.” 

This interpretation will be more confirmed, 


and perhaps ſome new light let in upon this cele- 


brated paſſage, by conſidering its connection with 
the ſubject the apoſtle, is treating upon. 

A little before, at the 27th verſe of the firſt 
chapter, he begins an exhortation to his Philip- 
pian converts to peace and unity; and reſuming 
it in the beginning of this ſecond chapter, he 
ſays; If there be therefore any conſolation in Chriſt, 
i. e. belonging to us as chriſtians; any comfort 
of love, 1. e. if any comfort to be derived from 
that mutual love which is peculiarly bound upon 
us; if any fellowſhip, rather any joint participa- 
tion of the ſpirit, i. e. of the gifts of the ſpirit, 
then -ordinarily diſpenſed -to - believers; if any 
bowels and mercies, i. e. any natural kindneſs and 


forbearance towards each other; fulfill ye my joy, 


that ye be like minded, baving the ſame love, being 
of one accord, of one mind. Let nothing be done 
through ſtrife or vain-glory, but in lowlineſs of mind, 
let each eſteem other better than themſelves. Look 
not every man on his own things, but every man 


; To | 


( 3&9 

To what end now this repeated call in ſuch 
variety of expreſſion, to think humbly of their 
own powers and talents, and highly of thoſe of 
others, but with reference to thoſe gifts of the 
ſpirit, which he actually mentions here, and of 
which he ſpeaks in another place, (1 Cor. xii.) as 
being ſometimes the cauſe of much confuſion, 


ſtrife and vain- glory in their public aſſemblies for 


worſhip, and againſt which he would guard his 
beloved Philippians ; that in the exerciſe of their 
different gifts, of ſpeaking in unknown tongues ; 
of propheſy, i. e. teaching by a divine extraor- 
dinary aſſiſtance; of healing diſeaſes by a word's 
ſpeaking, &c. they ſhould not let any pride or 
vanity take place, but the edification of others, 


for which only 'ſuch e were auen to be 


their only object. 

After pointing out to than a proper ln tem- 
per and conduct with reſpect to theſe ſpiritual 
gifts beſtowed upon them; our apoſtle is naturally 
led to recommend to them the behaviour of their 
great lord and maſter, under his moſt extraordi- 
nary gifts and endowments, and which I hope the 


reader will plainly ſee to be his purpoſe in what 


he goes on to ſay, which is leſs perceivable in our 


engliſh verſion by omitting the * par- 
ticle, FOR, | 


a Phitp 
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Philip. ii. 5. 6. 7. 9. 
Inſtead of | read 

Let the ſame mind be For the ſame mind 
it you, which was alſo ought-to be in you, which 
in Chriſt Feſus. | was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus. 


Paraphraſe.——For ye ought to be of that hum- 
ble condeſcending diſpoſition in the uſe of theſe ex- 
traordinary divine communications, which ſhewed 

itſelf in Jeſus, the great anointed prophet of God, 
and our lord and maſter. 


ik 


Inſtead 4 msd 


Mdo being in the M Mypo being in the form 
of God, thought it not of God (t), held not the 
robbery to be equal with being like unto God a * 
| God. | ſpoil, or prize. 


" Panadbeifnes Who. bane: inveſted with 5 ; 
moſt extraordinary divine powers, did not ſhew 


any eagerneſs, or betray e ee 
in then. ; e Her ined 


"ws de | @pmaryyos 3 held m not Ch being ke unto God | 
in the light of a prize: #.e. did not look upon it with thoſe 
affections, which uſually-ariſe in the minds of men, when 


they obtain =u unexpected ſpoil, J. J. 


Eo * 


> vi 2 Philippians 3 11.— 
Inſtead o read. 

But made bimſelf of ns But emptied himſelf, 
reputation, and took upon taking the form of a ſer- 
bim the form of a ſer- vant, being in the (u) 
vant, and was made in. likeneſs of common mor- 
the likeneſs nan. tals. 30 N 


Parapbraſe. But on the contrary, Si the 
whole courſe of his miniſtry, acted as a perſon 
who was intirely deſtitute of ſuch flattering diſ- 
tinctions; inaſmuch as he condeſcended, with the 
utmoſt ſelf- abaſement to the ſpiritual neceſlities- 
of i AS a bee on his God. 


1 
1 * g y * 
4 nog . 1 8 \\ ” ; wv & - 


. Inſtead of 5 1 


"A being found in Su And appearing only- 
ſhion as a man, be bum- as an ordinary mottal, 
Bled  bim/elf, and beta og « x) be bumbled himſelf, 

rt 5 obedient 


„oi nich dn uon t | 840 


< 2) This is an 3 of his not — 8 to re- 
tain à likeneſs to God; 7. 2. he did not eſteem thoſe enſigns 
of deity and dignity, a Nc thing, but gave them 0 
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| . very 3 ee n Joes $ $t, Paul 
here teach us, that our Lord was one of our own 9 
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obedient unto death, even and became obedient unto 
the death of the crofs. death, even the death of 
' the croſs. 


1 thus being in 0 . 
of a common man, he willingly gave way. to the 
loweſt degradation of himſelf, in ſubmitting by 
the will of God and for our good, een 
aud Ignominious a ot the On. +. WAX: 


's 


Philippians u. — 
WWoainng, WTR EIT 


Wherefore God bath © Wherefore Gid bath 
highly exalted him, and bighly exalted („ him, 
given bim a name, which and of his great favour 
is above wy, name. bath beſtowed upon him a 

1855 ame, which is above eve- 


name. 


OO e God hath 1 kim 
to eminent dignity, and of his goodnels beſtowed 
upon him the moſt REIN AW 


3 


ſubject to all the innocent infirmities of our nature, with fu- 
perior endowments from God, and at laſt highly rewarded 
by him for his virtues,/and ng Is 
truth! | * Y 


The exaltation of Chriſt is the prevalence of his re- 
by a divine power. J. J. 


— 


ern! 


Philippians 11, — 

Inſtead of read 
. That at the name of That to the name (2) 
Jeſus every knee ſhould of Jeſus every knee ſhould 
bow; vfothings in heaven bow, of things in heaven, 
and rings on' earth, and and things on earth, and 
things under the earth; things under tbe earth ; 
and that every tongue and that every tongue 
ſhould confeſs that Jeſus | ſoould confeſs that Tefus 
Chrift is Lord, to the Chriſt is Lord, to the 
glory of God, the Father. gory of God, the Father. 


N Thee the whole world ſhall be 
brought to ſubmit. to the authority of Chriſt, and 
to believe the goſpel, with thankful acknowlege- 
ment of thoſe gracious terms of-a future eternal 
happineſs, which Jeſus delivered from the ſupreme 


Father of all: eee ee and 
hongur dre due. o! 


| Thus hath it been fully . that St. Paul 
here, in N of Chriſt Jeſus being in the form 
| u ff 


C=) that. A dane; i. e. in 83 of his 
religion, every huwan creature ſhould bend. For things a- 
boye the earth, - beloy, the earth, Kc. mean only that all 
human creatures ſhould acknowlege his . ; i.e. glo- 
rify the Father. J. J. 


660 


of God, and taking upon him the form of a fervant, 
had nothing in his mind relating to any prior exiſt- 
ence of our Saviour, but only intended to ex- 
preſs the very extraordinary, godlike gifts of a 
divine wiſdom and power conferred upon him, 
and his humble demeanour under them. This 
idea was briefly intimated to the public a few years 
ſince (a), and mentioned as having been ed 
eee friend. „% 1 


A» 


Y 8 


That Fiend was cd s Dr. John Jebb: one 
of thoſe. great and rare characters, whoſe whole 
energy of mind, and his was one of the largeſt 
and moſt benevolent, was continually on the 
ſtretch to promote piety, virtue and the public 
good; with an unwearied attention, at the ſame 
time, to ſerve his private friends and e 
| W wy” kind office. 197 0 0 
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It pleaſetthe divine Wee to remove him 
ha. us, before he had found leiſure- to give a 
proper” form to x bas admirable (2) lectures, and 

N 75 intended 


[a * 1 ana 
* 1 2 * 2 r 2103} 121 N 2 14 


\ (a) Two Diſſertations, with a racer. p- 46. 47. 
* for Johnſon, 1779. 


- © (4) At theend of the manuſcript, which Ane plan 

of theſe lectures, were thoſe "Theological propokitions, and 

11 Comer wed "wat Eencral niaxims of reaſon 
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intended illuſtration of the ſacred oracles, eſpe- 
cially of the New Teſtament: for which ſcarcely 
any man in any age finte the apoſtles, was better 
fitted. And it was an object, which he never (c) 
loſt ſight of, in his application to, and in the 
midſt of the labours of his new toilſome profeſſion, 
after that out of a principle of conſcience, and 
that he might not any longer worſhip any other 
Being but the one true God and parent of the uni- 
verſe, he had reſigned his preferments and proſpects 
in N e oe church. 


In ſome looſe papers among his ridetiferipe notes 
'on the New Teſtament, all which he kindly be- 
queathed to me a few days only before the preſent 
ſcene cloſed; 1 found a few ſtrictures on this 
paſlage of St. Paul to the Philippians, from which 
I have added one or two above, marked with 

wits 6 oo OED his 


and religion,” Aich are printed in vol FY p. 137. of Dr. 
| Jebb's works; and which is a circumſtance concerning them, 
not improper to be ſuggeſted, as it may ſerve to account for 
their being ſo collected together. With theſe If. :rniſhed my 
, worthy collegue, Dr. Diſney, to whom the public owe many 
obligations for his care and labour in arranging and publiſhing 
this excellent perſon's imperfe& but valuable remains, aud 
For the memorials he has given us of him. 


(c) This frequently appears in his manuſcript papers 
which he keft * . 


7 * 
W 


(yy 

his uſual ſignature and the initials of his name, J. J. 
And among them was the following memorandum. 
Mr. Tyrwhitt (d) was the firſt who convinced 
* me, that there is in this place a reference to 
« ſpiritual gifts, which the Philippian chriſtians 
made their boaſt of, and which the apoſtle re- 
* commends to them to apply to their proper 
© end. of edification, with due humility and con- 
* deſcenſion as Jeſus did, who poſſeſſed n | 
che moſt eminent degree. 


I am the rather glad to mention this anecdote, - 
not only for the deſerved honour it does to one 
perſon, who will be the leaſt pleaſed with . what 
relates to himſelf in it: but the more, as it ſerves 
to ſhew tlie ſingular vittue of the friend, whoſe 
loſs we muſt ever deplore: who, Whilſt he took 
pleaſure in doing credit to others, by acknow- 
leging any light he received from them, was fo 
humble and communicative with reſpect to his 
own curious knowlege and diſcoveries, particularly 
in what related to the holy ſcriptures; content to 
have others enlightened and the truth diſſeminated, 
himſelf ſhunning the fame and the appearance of 
it. A temper of mind this, which was in all o- 
ther e e in rt > wp 

(4) With this Rot AY and wh Mr. Lambert, fellow 


of Trinity college, Dr. Jebb lived on terms of intimate 
friendſhip, beyond any other m. Z * 
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knew him intimately ; and which will particularly 
fit him for that future world, revealed to the chriſ- 
tian, where happineſs will be in proportion to men's 
benevolent diſpoſitions and preference of others to 
themſelves. | 


Hebrews 1. 1. 2. 


Inſtead of | read 


God-——hath in theſe God——hath in theſe 
laſt days, fpoken unto us Jaſt days ſpoken unto us 
by bis Son, whom he bath by his Son, whom be bath 
appointed beir of all appointed Lord of all 
things, by whom alſo he things; for whom alſo 
made the worlds. he conſtituted the ages. 


Heir of all things is the ſame as lord, and the 
latter word is only adopted as more agreeable to 
"the general language of the apoſtles concerning 
their divine maſter, Acts ii. 14. 36. Peter, with 
all the other apaſtles, tell their countrymen, God 
hath made that Jame Feſus, whom ye have crucified, 
both Lord and Chriſt. Phil. ii. 9—11. God hath 
 txalted him—and that every. tongue ſhould confeſs 
that Jeſus, the Griſt, is Lord, to the glory of Gd, 
the. Father. The ſame thing is expreſſed Eph. 
i. 22. God bath” put all things under his feet, and 
gave him 10 be head over all things tothe church. 
It is alſo only what our Saviour himſelf declares 


F 4 \\ after | 5 


* 
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after his reſurrection, Matth. xsviii. 18. Al power 
is given unto me in heaven and in earth; which 
is explained by what follows to be only a power 
to propagate the goſpel with effect Ker hong | 
the world, 


— 


By all things here, of which he is ſaid to. be 
made lord, is to be underſtood, not all things in the 
_ univerſe, as ſome would make it, or all things 
upon this earth, but all ſuch things as the Ce) Son 
here mentioned, i. e. the Meſſiah, the great a- 
nointed prophet had to do with ; which are only 
what related to the goſpel and the eternal ſalvation 
of mankind, 


— For whom a Io he - ads the ages; not ( 
- by whom alſo be made the worlds. For the facred 
writer could not ſpeak here of the creation of the 
- natural ſyſtem, becauſe he all along afterwards de- 

ſeribes the holy Jeſus, as merely a human being, 
_ extraordinarily diſtinguiſhed by almighty God. 
"Moreover, 555 yah I 'the Son was 


60 All who take their ideas and knowlege from the ſcrip- 
"tures; do und will find; that be Son; Bon of* God, is only a- 
 nother way of ſpeaking"10 expreſs the Chriſt, the Meſſiah. 


(h Dr. Doddridge' prefers the rendering of the paſſage, | 
" eonfhitured the ager : and 115 he ona A in = rid | 
 Perentedabe warlür. 440 10 
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made lord of all things, it ia not likely that he 
ſhould add, that he created them. Alſo, if the 
ſacred writer wiſhed. to teach that Chriſt was in 
any faſhion the creator of the world, there was 
other cuſtomary language in which he would have 
been likely to expreſs it; and which would have 
had no ambiguity in it. So that if any creation 
is here intended, it muſt be the new creation, 
-the 8 of all =". by the _ - 

But: * N guest, ; hh we en cb 
ſignifies alſo ages (g), certain periods in which 
there were different diſpenſations of divine provi- 
dence to mankind, which made way for the goſ- 
Pe. © And the prepoſition d, (b) being uſed to 


 fignify 


(8) © Whether by: eu, ages, the al Appetit; 
mankind were under from firſt to laſt, be here meant; 
this ſeems viſibly the ſenſe of the place, that all theſe diſpen- 
ſations, in the ſeveral ages of the church, were all, by the 
Ppre-ordination of God's purpoſe, regulated and conſtituted 
in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord; that is, with regard to Chriſt, who 
was appointed lord and head over all.“ Locke on en 
ili. 11. | 


(b) Thucydides. Ed. Oxon, 1696. Lib. vi. p. RY 
-A ung gare myrfonver, * They were determined firſt to 
take revenge on him, urig on whoſe account, they ex- 
« poſed themſelves to all hazards,” This may illuſtrate, 
Heb. i. 2. by ſhewing, that N with a r is expreſſive 


of a final cauſe, or the object in view. © * 
8 0 The 
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ſignify, not only the inſtrument, but the object 
in view. The clauſe before us may very properly 
. 530 he con- 
nee , | 


ern & *. 5. 
Inſtead of | read 


Wee 2 ee 
angels ſaid he at any time, a faid be at any time, 
Thou 1 Thou art "my Son, this 
have I e d , day bave 17 _— 


ee Paul, i Ada 33: 8. 
underſtand theſe words as expreſſive of our Lord's 
being raiſed to life; and therefore in that place 
* eres eee 


begotten, 


The above cats ht Mr. Belham, in a letter to Dr. 
Pricfiley, and was communicated to me ſome time 280. 


This gentleman has ſince been added to nal 

and reſpectable tutors of New College, Hackney, near 
London, as reſident tutor, at their particular defire ; and, 
for ſuperior jadgment, knowlege, and the happy art of 
communicating it to others, together with an admirable ta- 
lent of gaining youth to the love of ſcience-and virtue, he is 


| an acquiſition of which: that Ig noble Seminary may 


well make it's boaſt, 


* 


6 
begotten, ought to be rejected, and a proper egi 
word be uſed of an equivalent ſenſe. 

The term Begotten alſo here and in the follow- 
ing inſtance, is rejected, as it ſerves to counte- 
nance the unſcriptural unintelligible doctrine of 
Chriſt's prior or eternal generation before he was 
born of his mother Mary. 


Hebrews i. 6. 
Inſtead of bead 

And again, when be And again, when be 

bringeth in the firſt-begot- bringeth the well- beloved 
ten into the world, be into the world, ke ſaith, 
faith, And let all the And let all the angels 7 
angels of Gad worſhip God do homage to him. 
bim. * 
The juſtneſs and propriety of theſe two alter- 
ations in this verſe, hath been accounted for be- 
7 


John iii. 16. 18. 
 Inftead o | // | read | 
For God fo loved the For Cod ſ loved the 
world, that be gave his world, that he gave bis 
only-begotten Son, that moſt beloved Son, that 
 -wboſoever believeth in vbęſoever believeth in him 


( 84 ) 


Sim ſhould not periſh, but , 


oO everlaſting life. 


© He that believeth on 
bim is not condemned: 


Bin, is not condemned: 


5 But he that believeth not, 


3s condemned already, be- 
cauſe he hath not believed 
in the name of the Fo 


hould nit perifo, but have 
everla}ting life. 
| He that Believeth on 


but be that believeth not, 
is condemned already, be- 
cauſe he hath not believed 
in the name of the moſt 


begotten Son Fe] God. beloved Son 7 God. 
, Hebrews i i. 8. 
Inſtead * 0 ; 
Unto the Son he faith, Uto tbe Son be faith 


"thy throne,” O God, is for God is thy throne for 
ever and ever. ever and ever. | 


i. e. the eſtabliſher of thy throne : thy ſupport. 
All muſt agree that the words in the original 
equally admit this tranſlation. And thoſe who are 
for having Chriſt here to be called God, a ſtile 
never once uſed concerning him, do not ſufficiently 
conſider, that even upon that ſuppoſition, he is at 

the ſame time, in the next verſe, declared to have 

a God over him, who made him whatever he 


8 2 Ne | . ; Heb 
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r Hebrews ii. 14. 


Inſtead of read 


F vraſmuch then as the "APES then as the 
children are partakers of children are partakers of 

fleſp and blood, be alſo fleſb and blood, be. alſo 
| himſelf took part. of the himſelf likewiſe Nack 
ſame, „„ of the ſame. | 
i. e. Chriſt was a man, altogether mortal, like the 
reſt of mankind. Hardy's note is very proper. 
« Tpſe ſimiliter particeps factus eft eorundem; i. e. 
mortalis homo, et miſeriis obnoxius. | 


'Y _ Hebrews f ii. 16. 
I ntead of read 
For verily he took not For verily be did not 
on 'bim the nature of an- deliver angels, but be. 


gels, but be took on him delivered the Seed” of 
11 JO Ou ea abraham.” 


The proper meaning of the word in the origi- 
nal, eniaapBavro, is, to lay hold of any one to 
help them. So that the taking our nature upon 
him, as if Chriſt had been poſſeſſed of another 
nature before, is a thing quite beſide the apoſtle's 
meaning. Beauſobre, whom ] have followed, thus 
renders the words. Car il n eſt pas le liberateur 
des anges, mais de la paſterite d' Abraham. 
E N 5 


819 


1 John i. 1. 2. 3. 


Inſtead of 
"That whith was from 
e beginning, which we 
bade heard, which we 
have ſeen with our eyes, 
which we bave looked up- 
on, and our hands have 
handled, f the word of 


life; (For the life was 


manifeſted, and we have 


ſeen it, and bear witneſs, 


and ſhew unto you, that 
eternal life, which was 
with the Father, and was 
manifeſted unto us). That 
which we bave ſeen. and 
| beard, declare wwe unto 
you. _ | 


We publiſh unto you, 
concerning the word of 
life, him, who was from 


the beginning, whom we 
have heard, whom we 


have ſeen with our eyes, 


whom we have looked 


upon, and our hands have 
handled; ( For the life 
was manifeſted, and we 
have ſeen, and bear wit- 
neſs and \ſhew unto your 
that eternal life, which _ 


was with the Father, and + \ 


was manifeſted unto us.) 
Him whom we bave 


ſeen and heard, we do 


nn 


EY TN Wu diffdence that I 3 new 
ebe of the entrance of this epiſtle, though . 
Lam myſelf perſuaded: of it's being a juſt repreſen- 
tation of the meaning of St. John, for the | reaſons 
given above, in the explanation of che * 

his gaſpel: * EO ih 


x un 
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It 
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It may be proper however, here to mention, that 
the apoſtle is here oppoſing ſome early chriſtians, 
who out of miſtaken regards for Chriſt, and the 
prejudices of their philoſophy, would not allow him 
to have been a real ſuffering mortal, like others. 
And that this was the firſt corruption of the zrug 
doctrine concerning Chriſt, cannot be denied on 
any grounds of truth. 


— from the beginning] is 0k, 3 the begin- 
ning of time; but, as our apoſtle himſelf is ſound 
to explain it, from the beginning of our Saviour's 


miniſtry, at which time, he might properly be called 
the Chriſt, that is, the anointed prophet, on account 
of the deſcent of the holy {pirit upon him, to qua- 
lify him for his great office, in the abundant gifts 
of a divine wiſdom and power then firſt conferred 
upon him. Aid a eircumſtance of this Kind was 


very juſtly urged againſt tlieſe men, who, in a 
ſtrange way, made Chriſt (i) a ſeparate preexiſtent 
yo to has: man 1 
| | Cox vstox. 


2 ta) The men did not attend A words of St. Paul, 
1 Tim. iii. 5, There is one God and one mediator or miniſter, 
between God and man, the man Je Chriſt : for there Chriſt 
Jeſus is called expreſsly, one fingle perſon of the human race. 
But St. Paul here likewiſe directly declares, in words which 
no one can miſtake or pervert, that Chriſt Jeſus was as ſurely 
4 mortal man axons, one of the human race, as all the 'reſh 
of us are mortal men, n0wna, and that he had go other ori- 
gin, was in no other glaſs * beings, was no e eee 
than we are. h 


| 
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to what a degree our preſent engliſh tranſlation of 


the ſctiptures, miſrepreſents them, and miſleads 


thoſe thouſands and ten thouſands, who are forced 
to rely upon it 3 eſpecially by contributing to in- 
troduce among chriſtians, two other perſons as 
Gods, and to be worſhiped, - Jeſus, and the holy 
Ghoſt, *putting them upon an equality with the 
fuprerne | Father of all; with uin, whom the 
bleſſed Jeſus, ſtiled his God and Father, and the 
only true God; whom he always worſhiped 
himſelf, and directed all others to worſhip him 
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Thoſe chriſtians, * with Moſes and the 


: a 8 ; 
„een wy * 1 wt 7 0 
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And the apoſtle, by this declaration, here, as indeed every 


where elſe, but here particularly, defines and publiſhes Chrift 
to have been a mortal man, and God in no ſenſe whatſoever, 
by deſeribing him as a diſtinct perſon and agent; acting be” 
twint God and man. The antient unitarians pointed to this 
text, 0 many . * ſtrong to their adverfiries. 


bak 
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preſent jews, believe the Divine Unity in the 
moſt excluſive abſolute ſenſe; and who have 
maintained and taught, and maintain and teach, 
that Jehovah, the Father, is God alone, and to 


be worſhiped, and no other perſon, neither Jeſus 


Chriſt nor the holy Ghoſt ; they have been almoſt * 
univetfally calumniated, may I not. ſay? and 
ſometimes by learned and good men, as forcing 
an unnatural ſenſe upon the ſacred writings, as 
tampering with them at other times; and altering 
them, to make them ſpeak as they would have 
them. 

But from what has been laid before you in 
the ſeveral chapters of this work, and the me- 
thods of interpretation of the ſacred volume pur- 
ſued in it, you will perceive, I truſt, how much 
theſe chriſtians have been miſrepreſented. For, in 
general, the Unitarians, (or Socinians, as they 
are ſometimes called, though differing much from 
Socinus, eſpecially in his worſhip of Chriſt) they 
net only profeſs to follow, but actually do fol- 
low the, ſcriptures only; and form their ſenti- | 
ments of God, and Chriſt, and of the divine re- 
vealed will, from them only. Theſe they ſtudy 
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69 
by niglit and by day, with a ſingle view to find 
out what they teach. And if in any thing they 
miſtake, * or miſapprehend their meaning, they 
truſt that they are ready, and will rejoice to correct 
their. errors. | | | 

They are, however, abſolutely perſuaded, upon 
the firmeſt grounds, ſuch as have been laid down 
in this work, VIZ. the teſtimony of Moſes, of 
Solomon, and the antient prophets; the teſtimony 
of Jeſus, and of all his aportees z ; | 

1. That there is but one God, one : Perſon, 
who 1s God; namely, Jehovah, the Father alone. 

2. That the holy Jeſus was a man of the 
jewiſh nation, - raiſed up and commiſſioned by the 
| almighty Father to teach his will, and to bring 
all mankind to virtue and eternal happineſs. 


And although there be thoſe who are unwilling 
to admit the light of theſe great truths ; yet the 
clouds of Prejudice are daily vaniſhing, and the 
evidence of them is continually coming forth ſo 
bricht and irreſiſtible, that there can be no doubt 
of the time approximating, when the ſore ſtain 
| and diſgrace of polytheiſm will be wiped away from 
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the chriſtian name, and the firſt of all the divine 
commandments, promulged by. Moſes, and adopted 
and confirmed by Jeſus Chrift, (which in the very 
terms excludes every perſon from being God bur 
one) will be univerſally acknowleged and obeyed 
by chriſtians, viz, Deut. vi. 4. Mark xil. 29 
JEHOVAH is our God, Jenovan alone. Exod. xx* 
2. 3. I am JEnovan thy God, Thou ſhalt have no 
other G ods before ME, | 


JEHOYAH reigns, let every nation hear, 

And at his footſtool bow with holy fear ; 

Let heaven's high arches eccho with his name, 
And the wide peopled earth his praiſe proclaim-- 

II V Cc On 

But oh! our higheſt notes the theme debaſe, 

And ſilence is our leaſt injurious praiſe : 

Ceaſe, ceaſe your ſongs, the daring flight controul, 

Revere him in the ſtilneſs of the ſoul : 


With ſilent duty meekly bend before him, 
And deep within your inmoſt hearts adore him. 


Ms. BaRBAULD. 
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